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STRUCTURAL BUILDING LEGISLATION 


HE Royal Institute of British Architects is entitled to 

the thanks of the whole building industry and of the 
building public generally for the-timely publication of the 
interim Report of the Reconstruction Committee on building 
legislation ‘in its relationship to building structure and 
technique. The Report (see page 438) draws attention to 
the many Acts of Parliament which, with their pendent 
regulations and by-laws, control building in constructional 
detail, in sanitary equipment and in fire precautions, and 
make provision for building and sanitary inspection. It 
emphasises the waste of time and effort to architects, builders 
and public authorities which results from the necessity to 
observe different regulations in different parts of the country 
(or even in different parts of the same town) and to secure 
“ consents ” from different departments of a local authority 
for one and the same building. 

The damping down of all private building—combined 
with the facts that the Government is to-day the only 
substantial customer of the building industry, and that 
there is a well-understood disinclination amongst local 
authorities (who are usually over-worked and under-staffed) 
to take action which would impede essential war construction 
—has drawn away public attention from the waste of effort 
involved in carrying out building regulations. To all 
appearances the problem is to be left over to settle itself 
during the post-war reconstruction struggle, when the 
difficulties involved will be so insistent that “‘ snap ”’ legisla- 
tion will probably*be resorted to in order that building may 
go forward without undue impediment from the law. 

Experience in building legislation suggests that building 
laws passed in a hurry. are seldom if ever satisfactory ; they 
are usually full of loopholes which make work for the lawyer 
but not for the builder. The problem shows signs of be- 
coming more difficult by reason of the number of ‘‘ Wartime 
Building Bulletins” issued by the Building Research 
Station and “‘ Specifications ”’ issued by the British Standards 
Institution. Thesé publications show a tendency to legislate 
by specification, and although the Ministry of Health and 
other Departments are prominently represented on the 
committees that issue these documents, there is a risk, and 
possibly more than a risk, that the methods of construction 
they envisage are not within the four walls of the building 
by-laws everywhere. This risk is the greater because all 
building by-laws are admittedly overdue for review, and 
the last two years have seen more and faster developments 
in building construction than ever before. 

It is difficult to escape the conclusion that the Local 
Government regulation of building construction is getting 
out of hand, and that the problems which need attention 
on the technical side of such regulation are matched by the 
problems which call for solution on the administrative side. 
The architect and builder are, not unnaturally, anxious to 
know whether they are to look to the Minister of Health or 
to the Minister of Works and Buildings for a settlement 
of their difficulties, or to both Ministers working together, 
and whether the future regulation of building will remain in 


the hands of seventeen hundred local authorities or in the 
hands of a small number of regional commissioners, or whether 
there will be central control. 

To these problems the Reconstruction Committee of the 
Institute has suggested solutions which deserve the closest 
attention, not merely as desiderata which the Government 
might adopt at their leisure, but as subjects for immediate 
attention in connection with the omnibus Bill which the 
Minister of Works and Buildings has promised shortly to 
submit to Parliament. 

The Reconstruction Committee recommends “one 
National Building Code for the whole country, formulating, 
on a scientific basis, standards of stability, standards of fire 
resistance, and methods, details and materials of construc- 
tion.” This is an eminently reasonable suggestion and the 
only objection to it is likely to arise from the fundamental 
difference between the by-laws in London which approximate 
to specifications and the by-laws outside London which 
concern themselves more with general principles. . The 
marrying .of these two systems is, however, possible by 
relating by-laws to the user, size and height of buildings and 
their relationship to their surroundings. There is reason 
to suppose that revision along these lines would show 
that by-laws on the London model would be appropriate 
to large towns and by-laws on the Ministry of Health model 
would suit less congested areas. 

With regard to the administration of building regulations 
and the necessary supervision of building, the Committee 
recommend that in London there should be one central 
office responsible for all phases of building regulation with an 
office in each local area for local administration. There would 
be a single application for all consents, waivers and ap- 
provals, which would save time and effort. The same general 
principles of procedure are recommended for the provinces. 

The final and perhaps the most important recommenda- 
tion of the Committee is that “ there should be set up forth- 
with a National Building Board which should be an indepen- 

=dent authority with members elected by the technical and 
scientific associations and trades concerned. It should be 
regponsible to Parliament without being incorporated in 
the machinery of Government Administration.” The duties 
of the Board would include the formulation of the national 
building code, the progressive modification of the code when 
necessary, and the direction and co-ordination of research. 

The setting up of such a Board at a very early date is 
clearly necessary, but it is doubtful whether its proper rela- 
tionship to Parliament should be that of an entirely indepen- 
dent body. There are strong arguments for setting up such 
a Board as part of a Central Planning Authority, 

It is sincerely to be hoped that this excellent Report, 
emanating as it does from the R.I.B.A., will receive urgent 
practical attention from the Ministers interested, and that 
they will realise its importance as bringing forward at the 
proper time a number of problems which call for immediate 
solution. ; 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Uthwatt Report: Implementing Bill. 

THE attention of the House of Commons 
before Christmas is likely to be turned to 
a Bill promised by the Government to 
implement some of the findings of the 
Uthwatt Committee. Lord Reith’s Depart- 
ment has been. fully occupied since July 
(writes our Parliamentary correspondent) 
in preparing the details of the Bill, which 
is now in its final stages. 

The principal clauses will embody the 
recommendation of the Uthwatt Commit- 
tee that the compensation payable in 
public acquisition or control of land shall 
not exceed sums based on the standard 
values at March 31, 1939. The principle 
will remain in force for a limited . period 
during which long-term policy for post- 
war town and country reconstruction is 
being settled. The Bill will also provide 
for defining “ reconstruction” areas, and 
planning authorities will be given ade- 
quate powers to acquire necessary land, 


Architectural Unity. 

Ar a preliminary meeting of architec- 
tural- bodies held on November 10, under 
the auspices of the Architectural Asso- 
ciation, the following resolutions were 
passed :— 

(a) That this meeting is in favour of 
unity 4n the ‘profession ; 

(b) That in order to bring about unity 
of effort in the architectural profession, the 
closest co-operation between all bodies and 


From the_A.A. Members’ Exhibition, 
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persons engaged in the’ profession is desir- 

able via a central organisation on which all 

architectural interests should be repre- 
sented ; and 

(c) That to this end a combined Council 
should be set up which should speak for 
the profession as a whole. 

It is no secret that the meeting referred 
to above arose out of a suggestion thrown 
out by Mr. Arthur W. Kenyon in his 
Presidential Address to the Architectural 
Association, reported in our issue for Sep- 
tember 19. Mr. Kenyon, having referred 
to the number of architectural societies in 
existence, “‘ working for the same ends, 
but disagreeing on points of principle,” 
said he wanted to see their work pooled 
to the common good. His lead has re- 
ceived support from many parts of the 
country. The recent meeting was held 
im camera, and was not, we believe, repre- 
sentative of all the interests concerned, 
but another meeting is to be held shortly 
when it is hoped that further progress 
will be made. 


Shelters into Houses. 

A pian for the construction of air-raid 
shelters which after the war will form the 
ground-floor block of permanent houses 
was approved by Coventry City Council 
on October 28. The scheme provides for 
the erection of 255 shelters on five parti- 
ally developed housing estates in the 
suburbs, which after the war will require 
only the addition of a second-floor block 
with the construction of interior walls and 
the provision of windows, doors and stair- 


: TREE BEHIND SHED, DEVON. 
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cases to provide four-roomed houses. The 
scheme (designed by Mr. Donald E. 
Gibson, M.A., A.R.I.B.A.); has been 
approved by the Ministry interested. 


The President, R.1.B.A. 

THe President of the R.I.B.A. (Mr. 
W. H. Ansell) is making steady progress 
after his second» operation, and, was able 
to leave hospital on October 10. ‘Some 
weeks must elapse before he will be able 
to resume his full activities. 


The late Frank Pick, Hon. A.R.1.B8.A. 

THe death of Frank Pick leaves the 
world of architecture and applied art the 
poorer. His work as Vice-Chairman and 
General Manager of the Underground 
group (now London Transport) over 20 
years was stamped in all its visible 
aspects with a lively and appropriate 
sense of design, and in particular the 
newer stations (for which Messrs. Adams, 
Holden and Pearson were consultants) 
set a new and welcome fashion ~ in 
Metropolitan street architecture. Pick’s 
interests in design ranged from the 
largest to the smallest detail, and sculp- 
ture, decoration, colour, posters and 
fittings on the Board’s buildings were an 
especial care. He was for some years a 
valued Chairman of the D.E.A., and 
remained on their Council. He was 68. 


Preservation of Iron Railings of Interest. 

THe Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects have been informed by the Ministry 
of Works and Buildings, in response to 
representations made by them to the 
Ministry, that the Panels of Architects 
appointed by the Minister to advise -in 
regard to damage caused, or likely to be 
caused, by enemy action to buildings of 
architectural or historic interest shall also 
undertake the work of checking schedules 
of unnecessary railings to assure the 
preservation of those of “‘ special artistic 
merit or historic interest.’”” The Panels 
will also deal with appeals for the reten- 
tion of railings which have been scheduled 
by local authorities under direction of the 
Ministry of Supply. To advise in cases of 
doubt or of special importance which can- 
not be settled locally, the Minister has 
appointed a Committee of Appeal consist- 
ing of Major C. T. P. Bailey, Keeper of 
the Iron Work at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum; Professor A. E. Richardson, 
A.R.A., F.R.I.B.A., F.8.A.; Mr. H. M. 
Fletcher, F.R.I.B.A.; and Mr. G. H. 
Chettle, F.S,A. 


IN 1916. 


From The Builder, Novemser 10. 


** Whai is in the air for us now we do 
not know, but it is clear that the war 
will have more gigantic effects upon our 
outlook and commerce and future than 
the war of a century ago. I beg archi- 
tects and students to recollect the oppor- 
tunities of their position in exercising an 
art which is universal, which locks back 
over the whole history of the human 
race, and which expresses in its civic and 
religious and military aspects the activi- 
ties of its own age, Architecis! We 
must seek in this period to obtain a high 
intellectual ideal of our own scope and 
aphere in art; to try to relate our work 
to a real expression of the age in which 
we live so that we may come out of this 
period of war not as people awakened 
from a dream, but with a newer and 
purer and more sirenuous intention to 
make our art more representative of the 
great race of which, thank God, we 
form a part.”—Professor Beresford Pite 
supporting Mr. Ernest Newton’s Presi- 
dential address to the R.I.B.A. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


{While we aré glad to publish letters on professional 
«and other matters of interest to our readers, it must be 
understood that we do not necessarily endorse the 
remarks of correspondents, who will — us if they 
will express their views ‘as briefly as possible.] 

** By Weight or by Volume ?” 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 


Srr,—I was very pleased indeed to 
read the article under the above title by 
' “ Resident Surveyor ” appearing in your 
issue of October 24. 

My Association was responsible for urg- 
ing the Government to introduée the 
‘Weights and Measures Act, 1936, and in 


conjunction with the British Standards — 


Institution did the spadework, in letting 
the Government know what was neces- 
sary to include in this Act of Parliament 
to enable the possibilities of fraud to be 
reduced to a minimum. 

Any movement which would have the 
effect of making this Act fall into disuse 
must be retrograde, and will cost the 
country some thousands of pounds if 
allowed to continue. Fully realising the 
true position, this Association has been 
in touch with the Government Depart- 
ments hiring or using lorries, asking 
them to insist upon vehicles used for 
transaction by volume being calibrated 
in accordance with the requirements of 
this Act, and those used for sales by 
weight being tared. : 

I am pleased to be able to say that 
‘some Government Departments are 
‘taking the necessary steps to this end, 
‘but others are showing an amount of 
hesitancy which is not altogether under- 
‘standablé. However, now that the 
matter has been ventilated, it is to be 
hoped in the national interest that the 
requirements of the Weights and 
Measures Act, 1936, and the Sand and 
Ballast Requirements Regulation, 1938, 
will be properly observed throughout the 
country. The Act and Regulation re- 
ferred to have proved of great use during 
peace time; and in war time, when all 
materials are being paid for from the 
public purse, they should be of still 
‘greater value to the country and _ their 
Tequirements strictly observed. 

Your readers can assist in this direc- 
tion by reporting any irregularities with 
regard to deliveries to their local 
Weights and Measures Inspector. 

E. V. Smirn, Secretary, 


Ballast, Sand and Allied 
Trades Association. * 


Twickenham, Middlesex. 


Are Local Authorities Eliminating the Small 
Builder ? 


To Tue Epiror or The Builder. 


S1r,—On July: 22, 1941, the Repair of 
War Damage Act, 1941, became law. This 
Act amended very considerably the provi- 
sions of the Housing (Emergency Powers) 
Act, 1939. Under the amended provisions 
of Section 3 of the new Act, local authori- 
ties are empowered, without: consulting 
owners, to execute considerable protective 
works to premises unfit for housing pur- 
poses. The amount they may so expend 
has, I understand, been fixed at ten times 
the rateable value of the premises, with- 
out, apparently, the necessity of obtaining 
a licence from the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings if the works exceed £100. 

In many London boroughs, and par- 
ticularly South London, these protective 
works are now under execution; front ex- 
ternal walls are being rebuilt, roofs rein- 
stated, party walls rendered, ete: Many 
of these works are of a permanent nature, 
and their cost will be debited against the 
owner’s claim under the War Damage 
Act, although the owners, or their techni- 
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cal representatives, have no control over 
the works or their planning in connection 
with ultimate reinstatement. 

The principle of the scheme is sound; 
but’ in the main its application leaves 
much to be desired. Local authorities 
have appointed, without much reference 
to the facilities in their borough, certain 
firms as their contractors to execute the 
works, and allotted a fairly large area to 
each contractor. Some of these firms are 
strangers to the boroughs in which they 
operate, and again, in certain instances, 
some are companies of recent formation. 

These contractors having ebeen. given 
large areas to cover, in many cases the 
local established builder has the galling 
exferience of seeing such firms executing 
works to premises not only adjacent to 
his premises and yard, but also forming 
part of a connection of long standing 
which he has built up by integrity and 
reputation. 

Apart from the loss of “ face ” with his 
clients, the local man is consequently 
forced to rely for his livelihood and 
preservation of his business on “ the 
crumbs from the rich man’s table,” 1.e., 
on such small jobs as owners can afford 
to pay for, or to grant long-term credit 
for work done whilst the claim is receiv- 
ing the keen scrutiny of the War Damage 
Commission. From economic reasons, and 
the time necessary to permit the passage 
of the claim through the War Damage 
Commission, the loca] man is finding his 
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work is slackening, and a prospect of 
losing such staff as he has maintained 
into the staffs of the protective contractor. 
My criticism, heretofore, has been 
purely destructive, but I am certain, from 
the wide knowledge I have of the situa- 
tion, that it is possible to -institute a 
scheme between the local authority and 
the Emergency Builders’ Repair Panel in 
each borough, so that not only do local 
men execute local work, but the small 
builder is preserved to carry on in the 
scheme of post-war construction the same 
conscientious work he did before the war. 
Davip Pratt, 

Consulting Engineer and Surveyor. - 
Peckham Rye, S.E.22. 


The Future of the Building Industry. 
To tHe Epitor,or The Builder. 


Srr,—There was a time when there was 
no lack of apprentices.in the building 
industry. Indeed, we can remember 
anxious discussions on the desirability of 
restricting their number. In recent years 
there has been a notable decline in the 
number of apprentices. 

It is suggested that one of the reasons is 
the growth of the big financial concerns carry- 
ing out contracts in all parts of the country. 
Parents of boys leaving school have a natural 
desire to keep them at home for a few years 
after they start work, and this was possible 
when their boys could be apprenticed to a 
local builder doing local work. In_ recent 
years contractors have been doing work (often 
quite small jobs) hundreds of miles from their 
home town, to the detriment. of local builders 
who could, more often than not, do the work 
quite as well. ‘This tendency is increasing. 
A parent must have confidence in a firm to 
which his boy is to be apprenticed, and the 
sight of unknown firms doing work in his 
district is not likely to inspire confidence in 
the stability of the local firms, who may not 
have even been asked to tender for the work. 
And if he thinks of apprenticing his boy to 
one of the ‘‘ successful ’’ firms, a parent has 
to face the certainty that this will mean 
travelling all over the country from job to 
job, picking up lodgings in many different 
places. One might say, with much truth, 
that the greater the growth of the big general 
contractors and the field of their operations, 
the fewer the number of apprentices we may 
expect. ; 

Another factor that may be adversely affect- 
ing apprenticeship is the use of the obnoxious 
word “‘ trainee.’”” An apprentice used to con- 
sider himself a cut above the tea-boy and the 
errand-hoy. He had a dignity of his own 
resulting from his indentures of his trade. 
The word “‘ trainee’ has rather the flavour 
of a course of instruction in an institution for 
the mentally deficient, or for the boy who is 
being ‘‘ trained to be a useful citizen’ in a 
Borstal institution. Otp-FAsHIONED. 


OBITUARY 


Maurice S. R. Adams. . 

We regret to announce the sudden death of 
Mr. Maurice 8S, R. Adams, only son of the 
late Maurice B. Adams, F.R.I.B.A. Mr. 
Adams ‘was an old Pauline.’ In his early 
days he studied architecture, and, passing his 
R.1.B.A. Final, he was elected an Associate. 
On commencing practice he showed much 
promise, being placed in open competitions. 
Craftsmanship made a strong appeal to him, 
and he resigned: from the R.I.B.A. and 
engaged in furniture design and manufacture. 
His early designs were based on old models, 
but latterly he followed the modern school. 


John Medcalf. 

Mr. John Medcalf, of Newby Bridge, Win- 
dermere, has died, aged 89.. He was formerly 
head of Messrs. Medcalf and Medcalf, archi- 
tects, of Liverpool.. 


J.. Holden Peacock, L.R.I.B.A.- 


‘Phe’ death has occurred’ of Mr. J. Holden 


Peacock; L.R.I.B.A., who was in practice 
as an architect in Arbroath for over 30 years. 


u He was 64. 
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— CIVIC BUILDINGS 


MR. HUBERT WORTHINGTON’S DISCOURSE AT 
THE ROYAL ACADEMY 


The fowth of the Autumn Discourses 
on Town Planning, arranged by the 
Royal Academy, was given on Thursday, 
October 30,:by Mr. Hubert Worthington, 
O.BE., M.A.; F.R1I.B.A. From this we 
take the following extracts.—EpITor. 


It has taken the war to teach us that 
all was not as it should be in our towns. 
Blind eyes have been opened to the ad- 
vantages of light and air and open spaces. 
Hidden beauties and new vistas have 
been disclosed. The nakedness and cor- 
ruption of office slums as. well as housing 
slums have been shown up. One-quarter 
of England is;gradually learning how the 
other three-quarters lives. Destruction 
has created sites, and full use must be 
made of them, and, if necessary, they 
must be expanded boldly. 

I am a profound believer in Historical 
Continuity, in Evolution and Revolution. 
From calamity men have built up better 
things in the past, and a contemplation 
of Blitz through the ages is a salutary 
study. The greatest physical expression 
of human beauty, the Athens of Pericles, 
and the buildings of the Acropolis in 
particular, resulted from the total de- 
struction of the city by the Persians in 
480 s.c. That makes you think. Sea 
power triumphed over land power. We 
see how free men recorded their triumph 
over a vast horde of barbarians, for the 
jackboot of the Medes, with Xerxes for 
Hitler, had almost enslaved the civilised 
world. Let us take it as an omen of 
things to be. 

From Nero’s fire of Rome, to take a 
somewhat immoral instance, fine plam 
ning took the place of slums. 
cessive Emperor cleared a slum and built 
a Forum. Many of our cathedrals owe 
their splendid forms to some medieval 
fire, as in the case of Canterbury. 
Fire of London in 1666 may not: have re- 
sulted in all that Wren dreamed of, but 
St,. Paul’s, the City churches, and much 
that we most venerate, came from that 
conflagration. The Houses of Parliament 


pura: 
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resulted from the fire of 1834. The 
Reichstag Fire started the biggest con- 
flagration of thé lot. We must see to it 
that we, too, shall emulate the Greeks, 
and all the rest, when we come to rebuild 
our cities. , 

In the problems of Reconstruction that 
lie ahead, and especially in the limited 
objective of thé subject we are con- 
sidering to-day, Civic Buildings, with 
particular reference to London, we must 
remember the best of our national back- 
ground, the tradition of Wren and the 
18th century. Surely at the present state 
of the world we must aim at being Eng- 
lish, for we are as heartily sick of the 
Continent as the Continent is of.us. Cos- 
-mopolitan Modernism will need overhaul- 
ing, for the war will cause a revulsion 
from it. 

Though there is much that is good in 
Functionalism, sesthetic theory ran away 
with people in the years before the war. 
Our Schools of Architecture are too much 
alike, and we are in danger of suffering 
from a deadly uniformity. Worship of 
Engineering is one thing, but in Civic 
Buildings, at least, let us have something 
of that rich humanism of the spirit that 
gives life and.grace to the dead bones of 
building. Logical we must be, and struc- 
turally efficient, and sound in plan, but 
slick efficiency is not the end of all things. 
English architecture has recently de- 
veloped a fine capacity for planning 
buildings, but the architectural expres- 
sion of the superstructure has not been 
equally satisfactory. We must be on our 


“guard. 
Each suc- - 


How are we to recapture the right to 
be proud of our towns? We must insist 
on-open spaces, with grass and trees and 
flowers. We must have quiet squares and 
parade streets and buildings grouped for 
co-operative sharing, on the principles of 
the Inns of Court, those oases withdrawn 
from the din and danger of the traffic 
arteries. We can’t abolish smoke, but 
we can greatly reduce it. We Bhall find 





“ 
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grouped buildings, not individual ‘build- 
ings. Units of design will be larger, and 
ownerships fewer, for the days of the 
individualist are passing. 

But still the artist designer will be re- 
quired, more than ever, and one dynamic 
architect should be able to feed and con- 
‘trol large units of practical men. With- 
out leadership and teamwork big schemes 
can never be carried through. More man- 
power, mechanical strength, structural 
inventiveness and limitless wealth will 
produce shapeless monsters without a 
great design. 


The Town Plan is Not Enough. | 


As the Lord Mayor of London, presid- 
ing at the Second Discourse, said: “‘ Let 
the buildings be worthy of the streets.” 
Here is a saying to be pondered on. For 
architectural investigation is as import- 
ant as traffic investigation, and if we are 
not careful it will be forgotten. Archi- 
tectural control is as necessary as drain 
and stability control. Here, at the Royal 
Academy, and on thig particular subject 
of Civic Buildings, it can be said that 
though you have the perfect traffic 
arteries, the perfect drains and services, 
perfect zoning and social. planning, a 
perfect solution of industrial location, 
and perfect economics and legal restric- 
tion, and have not what corresponds to 
Christian Charity, the spirit of the artist 
animating the whole, our cities will fail . 
to attain that outward and visible ex- 
pression of the best inward British spirit 
that ‘should be the ultimate aim of our 
reconstruction. Fine architecture must 
not be forgotten. 

We must beware lest, in becoming too 
absorbed in the quest for progress, in the 
cult of big business, in State and munici- 
pal control, in the expression of an age 
full of revolutionary change, in fact, in 
obsession with the matter of life, we for- 
get the things of the spirit, and that 
beauty and humanism are eternal crav- 
ings of mankind at its highest. If we 
fail in this, future generations will con- 
demn us. The town plan is no good with- 
out fine architecture and architecture is 
no good without a fine plan. The setting 
and arrangement of buildings is nine- 
tenths of the battle. It is absurd to bury 
a masterpiece in a back alley, and equally 
futile to set a vulgar monstrosity on a 
dominating site. 

We must learn from the expensive“ 
failures of Kingsway and parts of Regent- 
street, where fine plans were ruined by 
individualism in street design, each 
building striving with its neighbour. We 
must learn from the vulgar intrusions in 
our London squares, from the ruin of the 
scale of Thames-side buildings, and the 
spoiling of important bridgeheads. In all 
these cases fine plans are ruined by an 
absence of elevational control. The con- 
tribution of architects in the earliest 
stages is a vital necessity if we are to 
control the physical aspects of our towns. 
Royal Fine Art Commissions, Civic 
Advisory Committees, Preservation Socie- 
ties are of little avail unless they have 
the power to enforce as well as advise, 
and the best brains and most influential 
people must serve on them. 

When the war is won much must neces- 
sarily be makeshift. We shall have a lot 
of shoddy, mass-produced, ersatz build- 
ings to meet immediate needs. But Civic 
Buildings come under @ different cate- 
gory. They should aim at something 


-beyond the meeting of immediate needs 


and a minimum of stability. They should 
not, to use a Lethaby phrase, be out “ to 
tickle tired eyes.’”’ They must have char- 
acter and style. They must be built of 
materials that will stand the test of time. 
They should be designed by those who 
believe in the eternal verities, in histori- 
cal continuity, in a civilisation that is to 
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endure, or they had better not be built 


at all. They should, be in the “gust of © 


the age,’’ masculine and unaffected. 

“Building,” said Wren, “ certainly 
ought to have the attribute of the 
eternal,’’ and be therefore the only thing 
incapable of new fashions. 


Slides. 

The lecturer then commented on slides to 
illustrate his arguments, and the following 
-are notes on some of them :— 


Portrait oF WrEN.—The Fire of London 
found the man. Let us hope that we shall 
find the man now. Wren is the ‘father of 
English Town Planning. ‘He was the de- 
nouncer of all muddle, bad thinking, bad 
building and bad government. He stands 
for ordered thought combined with adven- 
turous evolution, for the relation of one group 
of buildings with another. He became a. 
national institution, and is the justification 
of the Function of the Architect in public 
_affairs. Let him be our Patron Saint. 

CanaLeTro’s Lonpon.—The “‘scale’’ of a 
city is more important than the scale of a 
building. In Wren’s day there was a four- 
storey maximum in the city. We mustn’t 
allow the ‘‘ Dome of London,” as the small 
boy so aptly called it, to be put in a bird- 
-cage. The question of silhouettes of London 
should ‘be seriously considered. Diagrams 
should be prepared showing the great land- 
marks to scale, so that any thoughtless or 
ruthless intruders may be spotted on paper 
before it is too late. 

Tue Inns or Cournt.—What of Gray’s Inn, 
Lincoln’s Inn, the Temple? There could be 
no finer examples of how to make towns fit 
to live in. ow quiet and restful are their 
squares and gardens. How entrancing their 
vistas. They have suffered grievously, and 
the importance of maintaining their character 
and: enhancing their beauty cannot be over- 
stressed. Their spirit must be emulated in 
eee London, for they are fruitful with 
ideas. 


And here may I suggest a grouped centre 
for Music, called for by the destruction of 
-Queen’s Hall, so set that it will be safe from 
the din and danger of the streets, a great 
temple where orchestral music can be enjoyed 
by many at reasonable and economic prices, 
with smaller halls. and a music library and 
homes for music societies. On a summer even- 
ing you could wander in the garden be- 

tween the acts. Comfortable car parking and 
' meals to suit all purses should not be for- 
_gotten. What a fine opportunity for an en- 
ightened millionaire to spend his money 
before it is all taken from him! -They do 
such things in America, London has lon, 
demanded a National Theatre and a Nationa 
Opera House as well, and if these are built 
at all they should have sites as nobly ap- 
proached as the Paris Opera House, for the 
setting is as important as the ‘building itself. 

Lonpon Untversity.—The New London 
University has given a fine lead in wisdom, 
and forethought, and large imagination, that 
-others might well follow. Here are ten vital 
acres thought of as one unit. I confess to 


an intense pleasure every time I pass it. I. 


cannot but regret that the original sunlit 
ribs boldly projecting from the central spine 
have been abandoned, but here is Civic 
Building as it ought to be, and an occasional 
‘tower is a welcome addition to the silhouette 
of London, 


JoHN Burns’s Lonpon Pian.—London is set 
on a mighty river, a river from which those 
monstrous railway bridges and encumbering 
stations, on the northern bank, should be re- 
moved, and new road bridges should be built 
with worthy bridgeheads and sperosche 

;The southern bank of the Thames has long 
-called for a river-scape with scale and skyline 
properly controlled. Here, perhaps, is the 
ripest chance for development, and men have 


been thinking of it for 100 ‘years. The time . 


is near for action, and action must be bold. 
“This scheme was thought out 3 -years ago. 
It only goes to show that in town planning 
-30 years is but ’s yesterday. A certain 
humility is called for in these things. 

-““ Br. Pavut’s Sration.’’—The terminal rail- 
way stations are a. vast subject, involvin 
planning in its widest and most na yo 
aspects, but surely they, too, should come 
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under the category of Civic Buildings, and 
not be mere engineering works with a skin 
facade applied? They need drastic recon- 
struction and bold linking boulevards, such 
as the R.A. plan suggests, joining Padding- 
ton, Marylebone, Euston, St. Pancras, and 
King’s a Stations should be worthy 
gateways to the City,- with spacious fore- 
courts and radiating arteries, Here new ideas 
could be given free play. Architect and 
engineer must work hand in hand. 

“Sr. Pauy’s Bripcez.’’—Here is a summing 
up of river possibilities and town planning 
principles in the grand manner, where archi- 
tecture is not forgotten. It is interesting to 
compare it with the interesting scheme for 
St. Paul’s that Sir Giles explained. The 
southern axis in this case has a bridge, 


Finale. , : 
One of the aims of the Academy Plan- 
ning Committee is that it should set a 
pattern of scholarship in planning for-the 
future. In Civic Buildings this is of par- 
ticular importance, and that is why I 
have ventured, at a time when architec- 
tural scholarship is so out of fashion, to 
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stress in this Discourse the necessity for 
Historical Continuity. 

A lady once said to me: “I think of 
architecture ag a mass of dates.’”’ I want 
to try to disabuse you of this common 
heresy and prejudice, and to ask you to 
think of the study of the past, not as a 
field for cribbing and revivalism, but as 
an inspiration for original future action, 
in the true “ gust of the age.”” Wren’ was 
a great scholar, but who can say that.he 
was not our greatest architect of achieve- 
ment? His martyr. buildings have 
stirred the nation’s consciousness of 
their English beauty. Architecture, with- 
out scholarship, may be mere engineer- 
ing, or, if I may use the foreman’s 
phrase: ‘“ Architect’s. bloody fancy 
work.”’ 

In this scientific age, Architecture, at 
least in Civic Buildings, must not be for- 
gotten, if we want our reconstruction to 
be worthy of the great era that we hope 
is about to dawn. The nation must 
demand it and the laws be made to 
ensure it. 


R.I.B.A. RECONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE 


INTERIM REPORT No. 3 ON BUILDING LEGISLATION —STRUCTURAL 


INTRODUCTION. 


The present Acts affecting building 
cover a very wide field, as will be seen 
from the following. 


SUMMARY OF EXISTING LEGISLA- 
TION AFFECTING RECONSTRUCTION. 


(A) Town anp Country PLANNING. 

Town and Country Planning Act, 1932, 
including Betterment and Compen- 
sation. 

Local Government Acts, with particu- 
lar reference to 1933. 

Restriction of Ribbon Development 
Act, 1935. 

Trunk Roads Act, 1936. 

Private Streets Works Legislation. 

Local Acts, such as: Metropolis 
Management Acts. 

Metropolitan Paving Act, 1817. 

Aerodromes and Height Control. 

(B), Houstne Leers.ation. 

Housing Act, 1936, which supersedes 
the ‘Housing Acts of 1925, 1930 and 
1935. 

Housing (Rural Workers) Act, 1926. 

Housing (Rural Authorities) Act, 1931. 

Housing (Financial Provisions) Acts, 
1933 and 1938. 

(C) Burtp1ne LeaIsaTion. 

London Building Act. 

Provincial Acts. 

Public Health Act, 1936. 

By-laws of Local Authorities. 

Temporary building licences 
legislation. 

Special Buildings (Theatres, etc.) and 
Public Buildings. 

Discretionary powers. 

Means of escape and fire prevention. 

Party-wall procedure. : 

(D) Facrory Acts. 
(E) Acquisition or Lanp. 

Acquisition of Land Act, 1919. 

Restrictions, Law of Property Act, 
Easements, etc: ‘ : 

(F) Ratrne anp TaxaTron. 
(G) War LEGISLATION. 

Civil Defence Act, 1939. 

War Damage Act, 1941. 

Emergency Powers Act. 

(H) Miscettangous ContTROL. 

Public control—petrol, etc. 

Advertisement Acts. . 

Freeholders’ powers. 

Public Utilities’ powers. 

From the above list it will be seen 
that at present there are a multiplicity of 
Acts, many overlapping. each other, and 
requirements concerning the many aspects 


and 


of building are scattered through the 
various Acts. It is considered that legis- 
lation should be codified under the fol- 
lowing heads :— 
(1) Planning—including (a) Social 
(b) Financial 
(2) Structural. 
In the following report the legislation 
concerning Item 2 (Building Structure 
and Technique) is alone considered. 





PART I,—EXISTING BUILDING 
LEGISLATION, 

(a) REGULATION: In London build- 
ing is regulated as to materials, construc- 
tion, etec., by the London Building Acts 
and By-laws made under the same and 
under the Public Health (London) Act. 
Party Wall proéedure, and the certifica- 
tion of plans of certain existing buildings, 
both unique to London, are also covered 
by the London Building Act. 

In the Provinces it is regulated by by- 
laws adapted to each district on the basis 
of the Model By-laws made under the 
Public Health Act, and by various. Local 
Acts of restricted application. Party 
Wall procedure in. the provinces is 
governed partly by Section 38, Law of Pro- 


_ perty Act, 1925, and partly by Common 


Law. 

The uncertainty as to different local re- 
quirements causes difficulty and delay to 
architects designing buildings and to 
builders tendering for and carrying out 
work; also to specialists and manufac- 
turers, as some materials and methods are 
accepted in one district and not in 
another. The requirements themselves 
are in many cases -unsatisfactory, both 
in omissions and contradictions, and in- 
clude many out-of-date _ restrictions. 
Public Utility Undertakings (water, gas 
and electricity) make ‘their own regula- 
tions, which* are sometimes incomplete, 
and are often insufficiently notified. 

(b) PROCEDURE: In London build- 
ing applications have to be made to 
several different offices. Much work, cost 


and delay are involved in this cumbrous_ 


procedure, which is as follows :— 
(1) Tue. Lonpon County Councit. 

All applications for laying out new 
streets, for consent to buildings with- 
in prescribed distance of centre of 
street,. to buildings in advance of 
general line of buildings, buildings 
with irregular space at rear, deviation 
from certified plan in re-erection of 

_ecertain old buildings, waiver of any 
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‘of the requirements of the By-laws, to 
excess height or cube, and for 
approval of means of escape, come 
under the London Building Act, and 
have to be made to the London County 
Council at the County Hall, with the 
necessary. drawings in each case. 
Applications for approval under the 
Town-planning Acts and Restriction 
of Ribbon Development Act have also 
to be made to the L.C.O. 

(2) District Surveyor (L.C.C.). 

’ Notice of all building work has to 
be given to the District Surveyor at 
his local office, and plans deposited if 
required. 

To the District Surveyor also appli- 
cation is made for’ the certification of 
drawings, and for a certificate of 
approval of a public building before 
it can be used. 

(3) BoroveH CouNcIL. 

Applications for consent to drainage- 
and sanitary work with the necessary 
plans have to be made to the Borough: 
Council, at their iocal office. A water 
certificate is also required before @ 
domestic building can be used. 

In the Provinces similar difficulties are 
met with in many cases. There are special 
difficulties not encountered in London— 
e.g., in the case of public buildings, 
although approval of structural proposals. 
can be obtained on the plans, no guaran- 
tee can be obtained that when the build- 
ing is completed the Watch Committee 
will grant a licence for use. There are 
no general powers of waiver, except by 
reference to the Minister. 

(c) SUPERVISION: In London build- 
ing work is under the supervision of the 
District Surveyors, who are specially 
qualified officers of the London County 
Council, working from their own local 
offices. Sanitary work is under the 
supervision of Sanitary Inspectors who- 
are officers of the Borough Councils work-- 
ing from the Borough Council offices 
under the Medical Officers of Health. 

In the Provinces in some areas the- 
supervision of building work is by Build- 
ing Inspectors working under the City or 
Borough Engineer, Architect or Surveyor- 
and of sanitary work by Sanitary Inspec- 
tors, both working from the local offices. 

In other areas, both building work and 
sanitary work are supervised by the same- 
officer. 

The qualifications of Building: Inspec- 
tors vary, and there appears to be no re- 
cognised standard of qualification. Extra 
time is involved when architects and’ 
builders have to deal with more than one- 
authority and several officers. 

(d) FEES: In London statutory fees: 
are payable to the London County Coun- 
cil in respect of all: building work coming 
under the supervision of the District Sur- 
veyor. In the Provinces no fees are pay-- 
able except in a few isolated cases. © 

(e) EXEMPTIONS: Works of Govern-- 
ment Departments and Public Utility 
Undertakings are wholly or partly exempt 
from many of the requirements. 


PART II.—RECOMMENDATIONS, 


(a) REGULATION: That there should 
be one National Building Code for the 
whole country, formulating on a scientific 
basis, standards of stability, standards of 
fire-resistance, and methods, details and 
materials of construction. 
~ Such code should also include provision 
for the approval of means of escape in 
case of fire in certain buildings. All these 
standards should be framed in relation to- 
the position, user, size and height of a 
building and in relation to its. surround- 
ings, and in such a form that the relative 
provisions car be readily applied to any 
giver building under all conditions- 
wherever it may be erected. 








’ 
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(b) PROCEDURE: In London general 
administration should be from one central 
office, with local administration of the 
National Building Code, and all matters 
relating to the carrying out of the work 
dealt with from one office in each local 
area. A single application only should be 
required for all consents, waivers or 
approvals. 

In the Provinces the same general 
principles of procedure should apply. 

(c) SUPERVISION: Building work 
and sanitation to be supervised from each 
local office in each district. All super- 
vision to. be by officers properly’ qualified 
for the work with recognised standards of 
qualification. In some areas, where there 
is no suitably qualified officer, it may be 
desirable for provision to be made for the 
supervision of certain buildings by an 
outside officer. 

(d) FEES: No fees should be payable 
for official supervision of the work. 

(e) EXEMPTIONS: There should be 
no exemptions. All building throughout 
the country should conform to the same 
standards. 


PART I11.—NATIONAL BUILDING BOARD. 

The development of Building Technique 
is @ continuous process, so that by-laws, 
however well drafted, begin to become 
obsolete and vexatious as*soon as they 
are published. Provision should be made 
to enable and encourage the building in- 
dustry to take advantage of scientific pro- 
gress. ~° The intention expressed in the 
issue of certain’ By-laws to make a re- 
vision within three years reveals uneasi- 
ness in the attempt to impose intermittent 
control upon a continuous process of 
development. 

Stated in this way, the problem prompts 
its own solution: machinery should be 
created to keep building technique and 
the rules ‘that control it, continuously 
under review, with the specific duty of 
revising the rules when this is found 
necessary. Such continuous control is 
beyond the province of any legislative 
body or special commission, and requires 
an organisation with-full-time officers. 

It-is therefore recommended that there 
should be set up forthwith a National 
Building Board, which should be an in- 
dependent authority, with members 
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elected by the technical and scientific 
associations and trades concerned. It 


should be responsible to Parliament with- ~ 


out being incorporated in the machinery 
of Government Administration. 
This Board might possibly be de- 
veloped from such bodies as: (1). Building 
Research Board, in the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, which 
now works in collaboration with the 


National Physical Laboratory;: (2) the 
British Standards Institution. 
With representatives from: (1) The 


Building Industry and Trades; (2) the 
Building Professions; and (3) Central and 
Local Government. 

The duties of this Board should 
include :— 

1. The setting-up of a National Building 
Research Organisation. 

2. The direction and co-ordination of 
research regarding materials and methods 
of construction; this research to’ include 
the testing and approval of materials 
submitted. ; 

3. The formulation of the National 
Building Code. 

4. The modification of this Code as and 
when necessary. 

Spectra, Note: In this report the’ word 
“ Building ”’ includes Building and Civil 
Engineering. 


THE CITY CHURCHES 


THEIR WORK AND FUTURE. 


THe Rev. James Wall, Rector of the 
Church of St. Michael, Cornhill, contributes 
a thoughtful article to the Quarterly Review 
on the. ‘‘ Future of the City Churches.” 
‘* What,’’ he asks, ‘‘are the chances of the 
City churches outliving the second and most 
terrible fire? . 

“Surely the churches are as much in place 
to-day as ever they were. Currencies in 
religion and in economic life and organisation 
may have changed, but the difference is not 
one of quality. Life would be a poorer thing 
for all in the City (perhaps for others, too, 
in surprisingly distant parts of the world), 
trading less satisfying, restraints against 
quick and opportunist gains less potent, toler- 
ance more difficult, without the outward and 
visible sign of the churches. It is inconceiv- 
able that, in view of its traditional, organic 
background, the City of London would 
toletate a reconstruction which denied it, call 
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it the luxury if you will, of a full comple- 
ment of churches. ; 

‘‘The proposal has been made that, in the 
interests of economy, towers could be left or 
rebuilt, and the nave sites disposed of at a 
profit. It is always dangerous to combine 
worship with doing things on the cheap. The 
experiment has already been tried at various 
points’ in the City, always with the same 
results. The towers have. quickly assumed a 
derelict, forlorn look, as if protesting against 
their conversion into cenotaphs of a once vital 
religion, and proclaim far more eloquently the 
half-heartedness of the demolisher than the 
glory of an eternal God. A further array of 
towers, unattached, and dwarfed by the 
already brutal dimensions of many commercial 
blocks, would succeed only in perpetuating 
the ineffectual hold on religion of a material- 
ist and profit-taking generation. A chureh 
tower is not an entity; it exists to call atten- 
tion to a church, and the church as a spiritual 
power-house, generating lofty and ennobling 
impulses in the hearts of men and women. 
Let both stand or fall together. :.. 

‘““That. the average town parish is utterly 
beyond the physical capacities of its present 
staff is no excuse for draining the City... . 
The atmosphere is there. The churches, rich 
in fittings and historical associations, are 
either in existence or are ready to be restored 
after the war, with far more prospect of cen- 
turies of useful work in front of them than 
most churches yet to be built in new and 
ephemeral suburban districts. The population 
is assured, men and women of all kinds and 
classes but of.one degree of goodwill, hunger- 
ing and thirsting for the values of the King- 
dom, for which, despite provision elsewhere, 
they are extremely unlikely to find satisfac- 
tion in their own residential districts. .. . 

‘*Let architects and town-planners, then, 
place the churches. A few—a few only—of 
the smaller and poorly situated, already de- 
stroyed, may have to be written off. For the 
majority (let the undoubted needs of the 
suburbs be what they will) there is every 
possibility in the City for useful witness and 
service. Let them be restored, if need be 
rebuilt, staffed by men of personal gifts, of 
vision and responsibility, able to conceive and 
carry out over a period of years vigorous 
policies; men who can work among men and 
women of the world and command their 
respect, and so help in their generation to 
maintain the ancient religious traditions of 
the City and keepthem vital and dynamic, 
presenting its motto as a reality, an imspira- 
tion, and a light to the country and the 
world.” 





A. NEW VIEW OF HOLBORN. 


Above is seen a new view of the City Temple and St. Andrew’s, Holborn, looking across the debris 
of shattered buildings. The manner in which the Viaduct is carried may clearly be seen. 













: 440 . ‘ _ THE BUILDER November 14 1942 











MAIN BUILDING 


we Stat Eto ks CEP 
PAVILION 


s,s A Fe & 


VOLLEY (8AL2 COV 2T 






E.CRICKET PRACTICE WNETY 
TIAN AS 










couets. 





















































: Above: ENTRANCE FRONT 




















Left: LAYOUT PLAN. 













































































Bo ee == == = 5 ===: wee, 















































































































































s 


Y.M.C.A. BUILDING, 
KINGSWOOD, BRISTOL 


























MR. EUSTACE H. BUTTON, 
R.W.A., F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT. 
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Y.M.C.A. BUILDING, KINGS W OOD, 
BRISTOL. 


THE ELEVATIONS OF THIS Y.M.C.A. BUILDING 
are faced with grey Coleford hand-made bricks, 
with mortar joints of the same colour. The roof 
is of dun-colour double Roman tiles. The steel 
casements are painted cream and the external 
doors jade green. The internal finishes include 
brown cement dados with cream walls, and the 
cover fillets of the “'Tentest ” ceilings are picked 
out in different colours in each of the rooms. The 
layout provides for two tennis courts, a skittle 
alley, volley ball court, cricket net and a small 
pavilion. 

The building contractors were Messrs, Bray & 
Slaughter, Ltd., Bedminster, Bristol, 3; and sub- 
contractors and suppliers included: Electric 
lighting, C. C. Shackleton, Regent-street, Kings- 
wood, Bristol; iron railings, F. H. Dunn & Son, 
Thomas-lane, Redcliffe, Bristol, 1 ;: stéelwork, 
Pring & St. Hill, Malago Vale, Bristol, 3; brick- 
work, Coleford Brick Co., Glos.; and windows, 
Crittall Manufacturing Co. 


MR. EUSTACE H. BUTTON, R.W.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECT. 


VIEW FROM TENNIS COURTS. 
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THE GARDEN FRONT. 


“LITTLE GRANGE,” 
WESTBURY-ON-TRYM, BRISTOL 


MR. EUSTACE H. BUTTON, R.W.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


, 


GENERAL SCHEME.—SPECIAL CONDITIONS TO BE FULFILLED- 
were the provision of a large living-room with french 
doors leading into the walled water garden and to the 
terraced garden, and also the provision of sleeping 
balconies to as many bedrooms as possible. 

Site.—The site of the house slopes very steeply to the 
N.W. while the view was towards the 8.W. The site was 
previously occupied by farm buildings, most of which 
had to be demolished, but the walls of a long cowshed 
were retained to form the walled water garden, with lily 
pool, beyond which is a loggia with stone piers and pan- 
tiled roof. 

Pran.—Owing to the special difficulties imposed by the 
steeply sloping site and the odd angles necessitated by 
the existing road and buildings, it was decided to plan 
the house around the staircase, each half-space landing 
of which serves a mezzanine floor; at the top of the stairs 
is a french door leading out on to a roof garden formed’ 
over the rear half of the house. All balconies, bay 
windows and principal rooms face S.W., to take advan- 
tage of the view and aspect. Considerable store space 
was required, and this partly suggested the pitched roof 
over the higher portion. 

‘ConstrvucTion.—The construction. is of normal type. 
with 1l-in. cavity brickwork, timber floors and flat roofs. 
The internal first-floor partitions are of ‘‘ Thatchboard ”’ 
for lightness and sound-proofing. The flat roofs are insu- 
lated with Anderson’s “‘ Thermotile.” — : 

Ex.evaTions.—The client required a. straightforward’ 
contemporary house without mannerisms. Since thé 
house was surrounded by old farm buildings as well as 
by new houses, the higher half of the house to the road 
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“ LITTLE GRANGE,” 
WESTBURY-ON-TRYM, 
BRISTOL 


MR. EUSTACE H. BUTTON, 
R.W.A., F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


was given a pitched pantile roof behind a parapet, while 
the remainder was flat-roofed, for use as a roof garden 
and sleeping balconies. The walls are finished in cream 
stucco, with Bath stone sills and copings; windows are 
standard steel casements painted jonquil yellow. Exter- 
nal doors and gates are painted jade green. 

INTERNAL FrnisH.—A feature of the house is the built- 
in furniture; the living-room has built-in bookcases and 


THE DINING-ROOM. 


window seats with cupboards below; all the bedrooms 
have built-in lavatory cupboards and fitted wardrobe 
cupboards. The movable furniture was made by Gordon 
Russell, and the curtains by Messrs. P. E. Gane. 

The building contractors were Messrs. Bray & 


Slaughter, Ltd., Bedminster, Bristol, 3. Sub-contractors 
were: Electric lighting, Christie Bros.; flat roofs, D. 
Anderson, Ltd. ; and windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co. 


THE LIVING-ROOM, LOOKING INTO WALLED WATER GARDEN. 
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PLANNING AND AMENITIES 


LECTURE BY MR. DAVIDGE AT THE 
R.1.B.A. : 

Mr. W. R. Davineg, F.R.I.B.A., gave 
a lecture on Monday evening last, at the 
R.1.B.A, on the Interim Report No.1 of 
the Institute’s Reconstruction Committee 
dealing with Planning and Amenities 
(The Builder, August 29, 1941). Mr. 
Davidge said the main purpose of the 
meeting was to receive suggestions which 
the Committee might consider suitable for 
incorporation in its Final Report. Not 
only was that the first meeting of the 
Institute since the early days of the war, 
but, so far as he knew, it was the first 
occasion on which any body of profes- 
sional people had gathered together to 
consider what sort of world they wanted 
in the future. 

Dealing with the various items in the 

Report, Mr. Davidge insisted that, there must 
be one National Planning Authority. While 
Lord Reith had not said in so many words 
that such an Authority should be constituted, 
he had accepted the principle that planning 
should be on a national basis and that there 
should be a Central Authority with regional 
and local devolution. 
. Very important decisions would have to be 
reached on the question of decentralisation of 
industry. Probably the purpose of Lord 
Justice Scott’s Committee was to consider the 
effect of decentralisation on rural communi- 
ties, to ensure that agriculture was not 
injured by future development, but was made 
more prosperous, and that the countryside 
retained its present amenities and obtained 
further benefits in the shape of improved 
water supply and other social services. — 

Continuing, the speaker said that while the 
Civil Defence Act, 1939, gave planning autho- 
rities power to make requirements with a view 
to rendering an area less vulnerable to air 
attack, he sincerely hoped that we were going 
to plan for a really better world—not an 
underground world. We must make ‘up our 
minds at no distant date whether we were 
going to plan for future war or future peace. 

He urged architects to continue their efforts 
to bring home to local authorities the abso- 
lute necessity of making full use of the 
powers of Section 12 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1932, to control the 
size, height, design and external appearance 
of building (excluding agricultural). Another 
very important matter, in which he hoped the 
Institution of Civil Engineers and other com- 
petent bodies would take an interest, was that 
of research into the natural resources of the 
country. Stock must be taken of the national 
assets. Obviously the railways of this country 
were not properly planned; they had been 
built in a competitive world, and miles of 
lines could well be put out of commission ; 
many more miles ought to be laid under- 
ground, and the number of stations should be 
reduced. No effort must be spared to see that 
every available asset of the nation was used 


with the object of securing better conditions’ 


for every member of the community. 

Mr. Davidge added a note to the Commit- 
tee’s statement that essential agricultural land 
must be reserved. Too much reliance, he 
said, must not be placed on decentralisation ; 
it had great possibilities, but it also had 
limitations. The number of people who had 
‘been or could be evacuated was unlikely. to 
represent more than four millions, or, say, 
10 per cent. of our total population. Nine- 
tenths of the solution of the problem 
depended upon improvement of the existing 
towns. Urging that national planning should 
include the whole of the nation’s activities, 
the speaker feared that if the Ministry of 
Health followed their present. principle of 
merely advising local authorities, attempting 
to group them, and telling them to work out 
‘their own salvation, it would not result in 
the nation’s assets being used to the best 
possible purpose. Local authorities had valu- 
able work to do, but it was only part of a 
very much larger whole. “There was room 
‘for reclamation of a tremendous amount of 
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land that was producing nothing. Had the 
Wash been situated on the coast of Holland 
it would have been reclaimed many years ago. 
It was not a question of keeping farms as they 
were, but of making them more prosperous. 

The lecturer then stressed the importance 
of aerial survey in the planning of approaches 
to towns. In his opinion recentralisation was 
even more important than decentralisation. 
Ninety per cent. of their problem consisted 
of dealing with existing towns, where it was 
quite possible to have intensive development 
coupled with a provision that every high 
building should be surrounded by an ample 
amount of open space, say, 100 yds. He won- 
dered what the meeting would think of a 
suggestion that the worker should live in the 
town and have the advantage of its amenities 
and go out of the town to his factory. The 
question of flats versus cottages presented 
itself to-one’s mind. Each had its, purpose, 
and a principle should be laid down whereby 
everyone. was given the chance to secure a 
garden if he wanted it, whether he lived in 
a flat or in a-cottage. 

Finally Mr. Davidge quoted the following 
passage from the Prime Minister’s book, 
““My Early Life,” dedicated to the new 
generation : “‘ You must take your place in 
life’s fighting line. Don’t be content with 
things as they are. The earth is yours and the 
fullness thereof. Enter upon your inheritance 
Accept your responsibilities. Don’t take no 
for an answer. Never submit to failure.”’ 


DISCUSSION. ; 

Mr. RaGian Squire inquired whether Mr. 
Davidge’s 10 per cent. limitation referred 
only to decentralisation of industry from the 
middle of a town to its outskirts. The lec- 
turer replied in the negative; his reference 
was to the possibility of absorption of the 
additional population by the countryside. It 
might be possible to push the factories out- 
side the town to a distance convenient for the 
workers to reach them. 

Miss TyrwHwt mentioned that, as the 
result of a study made from the industrial 
point of view in five London East End 
boroughs, it had been found that one-third 
of the working population would be better off 
if they were located elsewhere. It would be 
difficult to discover a reason for removing the 
remainder. The conclusion was reached that 
more than 250,000 people from those boroughs 
could be absorbed in agriculture, say, in East 
Anglia, without upsetting that industry and 
with considerable benefit to their vitality. 
_Miss Atsury suggested that local authori- 
ties should have power to control the siting 
of new development in addition to their 
powers regarding height of buildings, etc. 
Mr. Davince replied that siting could be 
controlled at present, but admitted that the 
control required stiffening and strengthening. 

Mr. Anan Sater inquired how long the 
R.I.B.A. and its Reconstruction Committee 
were going to burke the very important. issue 
of land nationalisation. It was waste of time 
to talk about compensation unless it was 
accompanied by nationalisation. The Insti- 
tute must really make up its mind on the 
question. A specific plan of nationalisation 
put forward by the Government, which would 
convince the man in the street that post-war 
was to be completely different from pre-war 
England, would go a long way towards 
getting that increased production which was 
vital for winning the war. Asked for a 
definition of the term ‘“‘ land nationalisation,”’ 


‘Mr. Slater. said that compensation in some 


form must eventually be paid, but its amount 
need not necessarily be fixed at the time it 
was taken from private individuals; probably 
the determination would be left until after 
the war. 

Mr. Davince said he thought that, while 
the point was interesting, it could be raised 
more appropriately on the Report of the 
Institute’s Compensation and Betterment Com- 
mittee. That Report did not suggest how 
land should be treated;-the main point was 
that all land should be controlled. The Com- 
mittee had before it two schemes, one of 
which visualised the Government immediately 
becoming ground landlords in respect of the 
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whole of the country’s land and at the same 
moment leasing it back to its present owners 
for 40 years, provate initiative carrying on 
but the Government paying nothing until it 
actually required land. Personally he was 
not in favour of land nationalisation if it 
mueant working the system from Whitehall, 
but he could see the advantage of private 
enterprise functioning under the foregoing 
conditions. We should certainly not be able 
to raise, say, another 10,000 million pounds 
after this war to buy outright the land of the 
country. 

Miss Jane Drew suggested that councils 
would have a better opportunity of planning 
ahead if they were empowered to-issue, when 
buildings were erected, licences which could 
be terminated or renewed every 10 years. 

Mr. Davince said a suggestion had been 
made that a Building Court should be consti- 
tuted in every town, with a Court of A ] 
in the regions to determine what adit be 
regarded as the life of a building and to 
settle disputes among owners.” 

Another speaker deprecated authorities 
having power to insist that a building should 
be temporary or permanent. Others felt that 
licensing might discourage the investment of 
capital in new buildings and lead to neglect 
of property by owners ‘towards the end of the 
licensed period. 

Masor H. C. Coruerte thought that a great 
deal more should be done to impress u the 
authorities the importance of bringing the 
architectural profession’ into consultation in 
national planning. The Building Industries 
National Bouncil had alleged that the greatest 
building programme which this country had 
ever attempted was being executed without 
the advice of practical, competent architects 
or the industries concerned, and that this was 
an error of judgment which would lead to 
disaster. The speaker declared’ that the 
Central Council for Works and Buildings con- 
tained only one architect, a very able gentle- 
man, who had been President of the Institute. 
It was most important that this representa- 
tion should be increased. 

Mr. Hartitanp THomas said changes in the 

lanning of buildings, especially schools and 
iadepitels: would occur more rapidly than 
changes in the materials of construction, and 
from. that point of view it might be useful to 
give buildings a short life. ‘Another speaker 
deplored the suggestion that the workers 
should live in the towns and travel out to 
their factories. With the success of Letch- 
worth in mind, it must be agreed that this 
would be a very retrograde step. Letchworth . 
provided an excellent guide for future 
development. 

Mr. Davince, summing up the discussion, 
said it was clear that experts must be respon- 
sible for the preparation of the national plan. 
It should not be an administrative concern 
run, for example, by civil servants, however 
eminent. The architect. must play his part 
with the town planner, the. agriculturist, the 
business man and others. Team work was 
absolutely’ necessary, and the best brains of 
every profession must be brought to bear on 
the problem. While Letchworth was a won- 
derful development, it was by no means 
perfect, and, if it contained a population of 
40,000 instead of 25,000, 100 Letchworths 
would be required to deal with the 4,000,000 
people he had mentioned; and think what 
would be the effect on the countryside ! 

He agreed with Mr. Slater that a definite 
decision must be reached on the question of 
land nationalisation, and he would welcome 
a meeting to discuss the report of the Insti- © 
tute’s Committee on Compensation and Better- 
ment. Although published last August, it had 
received very little attention except in official 
circles. 

The question of the life of buildings was a 
very interesting one, but the difficulty was— 
who should decide the period? Architects 
were not the only people who were consider- . 
ing reconstruction. He knew a gentleman 
who strongly held the view that the maximum 
life of every building in this country should 
be 50 years, and that those which survived 
for that period should be pulled down and 
replaced. A few of the old churches were 
excepted from the scheme. There was great 
diversity of opinion, but the speaker thought 
that every generation ought to contribute 
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something of permanent advantage to the 
community as a whole. 

Major Corlette had touched upon the posi- 
tion of the architect. It would be a great 
mistake to think that architects were the 
cenly people concerned with reconstruction. 
Certainly after the war the architect ought to 
get more work than he had before. The great 
point on which to concentrate was that every 
building should be designed by a competent 
architect. Unfortunately, at present not more 
than 10 per cent., probably considerably less, 
of the buildings in this country were designed 
by architects. If they could secure that 
100 per cent., whether temporary or per- 
manent, were so designed, they would be 
quite happy. 


NUISANCE—| 


By W. T. CRESWELL, K.C. 

NUISANCE is a tort; a tort is a wrong which 
is done by one person to another person, 
or group of persons, or to the public. The 
nuisance may operate against the enjoyment 
of any property, public or private, as the 
case may be. 

The ordinary remedy for a tortious act is 
an action for damage, and when a person’s 
private right (as distinct from a right enjoyed 
by him in common with the community) is 
infringed he may, generally speaking, main- 
tain an action against the person who causes 
the infringement, and that without proving 
that he has already suffered actual damage. 

In some instances the Court may award 
exemplary damages in an action for nuisance. 
For example, when the defendant is proved 
to have shown contempt for the plaintiff’s 
right and knowingly persists in his tortious 


act, disregarding thereby every principle 
which usually actuates the conduct of 
gentlemen. 


A statute may authorise some particular 
nuisance. For example, the Prescription Act, 
1832, confirms the acquirement of a prescrip- 
tive right in due course. But if, subsequently, 
the nuisance is allowed to develop to an 
appreciable excess over the right acquired, or 
becomes of a materially different character, 
the statute may. not be set up as a defence. 

Nuisances may be public or private. An 
example of a public nuisance is seen when a 
person blocks the highway; and of a private 
nuisance when a person carries on an offensive 
trade to the annoyance of his neighbour. 
Any one person is debarred from bringing an 
action in respect to a public nuisance unless 
he is able to prove that some particular 
damage has accrued to himself. 

Though the method is not one that meets 
with encouragement from the Court, yet any 
private person is within his legal right if he 


tries to abate a private nuisance under which . 


he suffers. That is to say, he may, if he 
wishes, summarily remove or remedy the 
nuisance as an alternative to bringing an 
action against the tortfeasor—the person 
causing the nuisance. However, if he does 
take the law into his own hands, and the 
result is not to his satisfaction, he may find 
that he has thereby forfeited his right to 
bring an action in the Court. The party com- 
plaining of a nuisance must in general give 
notice to the tortfeasor before exercising his 
power of abatement, if to do so involves enter- 
ing on the land of the latter, and even then, 
in an emergency and if delay would mean 
danger, he may enter on that land without guilt 
of trespassing. On the other hand, if such an 
act of entry on the land of another, whether 
for the abatement of a public nuisance or a 
private one, might cause a breach of the 
peace, it must. be preceded by due notice to 
the owner or occupier of the land. Also, after 
the notice has been given, nothing but the 
actual portion of the property causing the 
nuisance may be removed; and in removing 
it no damage must be done. Also, the least 
mischievous manner of abating the nuisance 
must: be employed, having further regard to 
the interests of other innocent parties and 
to those of the public. 

A private peison can only exercise right of 
abatement of a public nuisance if he can prove 
that it causes suffering to himself in some 
peculiar manner or degree. 

(T’'o be continued.) 
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HOSTEL BUILDING FOR INDUSTRIAL WORKERS 


LECTURE AT THE HOUSING CENTRE. 


In: a lecture at the Housing Centre last 
week, Mr. Gorpon StepHENSON, B.Arch., 
A.R.1.B.A., told of his experiences with 
the building of hostels for industrial 
workers in connection with the war effort. 


Building hostels, he said, was part of the 
major problem of housing workers in the new 
war industries now being developed in various 
parts of the country, of which some. were 
fairly remote from centres of population. The 
hostels were chiefly for single women coming 
generally from light industries such as cotton 
spinning or pottery manufacture. Many of 
these had never lived in a hostel before. 
Usually there was no town near the new 
factory, and a first question was as to how 
far away the hostel should be: should it be 
within walking distance, or, for safety’s sake, 
a couple of miles or more away? 

He was working with Professor Holford, 
who was chief architect for twenty-four hos- 
tels,- As presented to the technical man, the 
problem was in the nature of a sketch pro- 
gramme put out by the Ministries concerned, 
a policy being developed and minor altera- 
tions made as the work went on. Apart from 
standard huts supplied by the Munistry, it 
was for the technician to solve all problems 
of labour, materials and so on. ‘There was 
the problem of land: an enormous area was 
required. In certain cases its acquisition had 
to be discussed with the Ministries of Agri- 
culture and Labour and then with local autho- 
rities. Sometimes water could be acquired from 
a local authority ; otherwise a borehole had to 
be sunk. Sewage presented a similar difficulty: 
disposal works were provided for a group of 
hostels in some cases; in others it was pos- 
sible to link up with an existing system. In 
the matter of road and transport it was neces- 
sary to keep in touch with the regional trans- 
port officers. Other complications arose, ¢.g., 
the average area occupied by a hostel was 
about twenty acres, and obscure rights of way 
were sometimes disclosed. Had there been a 
Regional Planning Authority in each of the 
localities where the hostels were to be erected, 
the officers of this authority would have known 
the condition of the land of each site, and it 
would not be necessary for the builders of 
the hostel to make a preliminary survey, but 
as things now were this had to be done. 

He had mentioned the question of the dis- 
tance the hostel should be from the factory. 
In one case in a rural area it was assumed 
that in fine weather the workers might walk 
in; but in winter, with a three-shift system, 
they could not be expected to walk in in the 
middle of the night, or if the weather was 
bad. Accordingly, in this case, bus transport 
had been provided. In another case hostels 
had been clustered around stations on the 
railway running to the factory. Wherever it 
was fairly safe to group hostels, three or four 
were built near together, so that a saving 
might be made by having one large cinema 
to serve them all. 

There were standard plans, but these had 
to be varied because of the incredible variety 
of sites. In an early hostel the ablution 
block, as originally planned, contained no ac- 
commodation except slipper baths and w.c.s. 
Basins were in the bedrooms, but this created 
such a problem of plumbing labour that the 
basins were put into the ablution block. 

The ring road linking up the dormitory 
units was 9ft. wide, and suitable for service 
vans, but its principal use was as a footpath 
Where service vans would be 
coming frequently, i.e., to the back of the 
kitchen, an attempt had been made to get 
them as near as possible to the road running 
adjacent to the site. The kitchen served two 
canteens, both of which were adjacent to the 
air-raid shelters. Canteen unit, administra- 
tion unit and recreation unit were all in the 
central building of the hostel. The recreation 
unit contained a very large lounge, a room 
for reading and writing, a games room, and a 
hall suitable for dancing, amateur theatricals, 
cinema shows, and such things as “‘ keep-fit ”’ 
classes. On every site there was a sick bay, 
the manager’s house, and a personal washing 
laundry, which was a series of sinks, wringers 


and ironing boards. It was proposed to have 
a hairdresser’s shop with about a dozen 
chairs. 

The construction of the hostel was a great 
problem with the diminishing availability of 
materials. It was next to impossible to get 
timber for any purpose except doors and door- 
frames, but a little was got for such things 
as shelves and bar counters. Roofs of can- 
teens and assembly halls were of corrugated 
steel lined with plaster board and carried on 
steel trusses. Walls were of 9-in. brickwork, 
not plastered, but distempered directly on to 
the bricks.- For garages, stores and laundries 
43-in. brickwork was used, also in the recrea- 
tional rooms from lintels to roof. This was 
chiefly because labour was not available. 
Floors were, generally speaking, of lino on 
solid concrete; on very wet sites there was 
2-in. asphalt in addition. Furniture was of 
fairly light plywood, but the design was good. 

As to the use of the hostels after the war, 
one of the first things that came to mind was 
that they could be converted very easily into 
school camps where children from urban areas 
might be boarded for two-or three months in 
the summer. Other hostels could be used as 
holiday camps. If the new factory was con- 
verted, as in some cases it might be, into a 
trading estate, the adjacent hostels might 
remain for unmarried workers. Another idea 
was that where a hostel was actually near a 
through road it might become an auto. camp, 
i.e., a place for motorists to run in with their 
cars and find a lodging for the night. 

in the discussion that followed, the Chair- 
man said she had been in a hostel built for 
two thousand girls, but with only three hun- 
dred occupying it. This was because the 
dormitories were built with two bunks, one 
above the other. A first requirement was to 
readjust that. How far were such results re- 
adjusted to experience, and in what manner? 

Mr. Stephenson replied. that the results of 
experience were collected by the Welfate De- 
partment of the Ministry, and eventually the 
Ministry’s suggestions came to the technicians 
in the form of instructions. In all his hostels 
there were no bunks, but single beds, two to 
a bedroom unit. 

Asked whether he had any desire to ex- 
periment, the lecturer said there were one or 
two new materials on the market, but it was 
difficult to try them because production on 
the large scale was limited by standardisation 
and so on. For most of the work it was 
liecessary to use labour and materials to hand, 
and usually the materials were traditional 
ones. Heating gave some scope for new 
methods. Central heating was provided, with 
steam to the kitchen and laundry. On most 
sites there were two boiler-houses, but three 
on some. The standard was two, the No.1 
boiler-house taking the big load of kitchen, 
laundry and central buildings, as well as a 
few of the dormitory blocks. 

In reply to other questions, Mr. Stephenson 
said contracts varied, but they were mostly 
done at schedule rates. Single-storey build- 
ing was probably cheapest, and had an advan- 
tage in the matter of camouflage, because the 
higher a building the greater the shadow cast. 
The bedroom unit was 12 ft. by 7ft. 6in. 
Into this were got two beds, two wardrobes, 
and two chests of drawers. 

Some questions about sick-bay accommoda- 
tion brought out the interesting fact that 
when the two thousand employees of a large 
commercial concern were evacuated, their 
health was so much improved by living in 
the country as to throw out any calculations 
made beforehand. 

Another interesting experience was with 
regard to provision for the unmarried woman 
who had. been used to an independent life, 
perhaps in a boarding-house, perhaps in her 
own flat. In one hostel these women had 
reacted violently against sleeping in dormi- 
tories with from two to six beds in each, and 
to having their meals in the canteen. But in 
about a year they had so settled down to the 
more sociable life that they did not want to 
go back to living alone. 

In reply to a question from the Chairman, 
the lecturer said the standard hostel now was 
built to accommodate one thousand workers. 
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VISIONS ABOUT ? 


By A. W. ARNOLD. 
Do 1 sleep, do I dream? 
Do I wonder and doubt? 
Are things what they seemé 
Or is visions about? 

Tue merely practical man must ask 
himself this question when he sees re- 
ferences in the Press to the aspirations 
of town planners and others as to the 
reconstruction that is to follow the war. 
I met one of these practical men the 
other day. He had an imagination in 
his youth—he has one now; but many 
years as a financial journalist have 
brought him to a condition of mind 
where that imagination is entirely at the 
service of city magnates. 

I quoted to him a recent lecture by 
the President of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, in which Mr. Ansell 
looked forward to a time when, in a 
largely rebuilt London, terrace gardens 
would descend from Saint Paul’s to the 
river. My practical friend was not 
favourably impressed. 1 found that his 
conception of a post-war improvement 
for that part of London was to remove 
the Cathedral to a site in the country, 
replacing it by a huge block of office 
buildings. I suggested that it would not 
be necessary to remove Saint Paul’s to so 
great a distance—a site might be found 
for it in Hyde Park; and the practical 
man thought this would be a sensible 
and workable compromise ! 

Men with this point of view are 50 
far right that nothing has yet happened 
to give occasion for the reconstruction 
of any considerable area in London. 
Here and there, as in the neighbour- 
hood of Saint Paul’s or Fleet-street, 
there is an opportunity for narrow 
streets to be.done away with, an entirely 
new plan being made for a very small 
area; and there are localities farther 
from the centre where the destruction 1s 
much greater than in the places I have 
mentioned; but nowhere is there any- 
thing to suggest that the entire recon- 
struction of London, or even of any con- 
siderable part of it, is the appropriate 
remedy. 

But the practical man is wrong if he 
thinks that everything of the kind is to 
be put out of consideration. With his 
mind concentrated on a small number of 
things of immediate personal interest, 
he does not perceive the changes that 
are taking place around him or read the 
signs of greater changes that may come. 
There is, for example, a possibility that 
London and all other very great cities 
may lose a large part of their popula- 
tions, which may be gathered into a 
much greater number of relatively small 
towns. This was inconceivable in the 
days of steam power and railways, but 
electricity, motor traffic and air trans- 
port have made the difference. Power 
can now be generated at a coal mine or 
other source of supply and taken almost 
anywhere it is wanted. Of course, a great 
deal more than a supply of power 1s 
needed before a new industrial centre 
ean be created in the wilderness; but 
the supply of power is the first essential. 
Thus a much greater dissemination ol 
our population is a possibility of the 
future, and the general ferment caused 
by the war may influence men’s minds 
in that direction. The greatest obstacle 
is that only very few people desire such 
a change. 

A change not quite so great but com- 
parable with it was quite seriously pro- 
posed a short time ago in the archi- 
tectural Press. Starting with the 


assumption that the proposals to rebuild 
London were seriously made, and had 
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some sort of prospect of being attempted, 
but despairing nevertheless of the prob- 
lem of rebuilding London to any satis- 
factory result, the suggestion was made 
that a new capital should be built on a 
central site. Thinking over this project 
my mind went. back to another daring 
scheme, another dream that has never 
come true; and it seemed to me that in 
the combination of the two ideas, both 
hopeless from the practical man’s point 
of view, lay the remote possibility of 
something being done. 

I remember when I was a boy at 
school—that is, 60 years ago—being told 
of a great. scheme to drain the Wash and 
turn its bed into cultivable land. Since 
then the reclamation of the Zuyder Zee 
by the Dutch has given an example of 
this kind of thing on an even larger 
scale. The project, as I remember it, was 
that the reclaimed land should be formed 
into a new county to be called, accord- 
ing to the fashion of those days, Victoria. 

Later, but still nearly 50° years ago, 
this scheme was revived and advocated 
in connection with an agitation to find 
work for the unemployed, and I learned 
then that one feature of the work would 
be the formation of a great deep-water 
harbour. Here is where the two un- 
likely schemes become more possible by 
being joined together. 

If the growth of London is to be 
checked by building a rival city to which 
population may be attracted, the most 
hopeful prospect is to create a new port 
in a favourable geographical situation, 
if such can be found. If the Wash were 
drained and the great harbour formed, 
it would be a natural and sensible idea 
tc build by the side of that harbour a 
new port. Such a port would be well 
placed in respect of access to most of 
England’s important imdustrial centres. 
It could start from the very first with 
every modern device as a port and every 
modern amenity as a place of residence 
Jt could nave all the most up-to-date 
method: of handling and storing mer- 
chandise, and of embarking and dis- 
charging passengers. It could have one 
great central railway station communi- 
cating with all railways. It could have 
one great central aerodrome. From the 
first there would be a considered plan 
according to which it would be developed 
—main roads, residential streets, open 
spaces, etc., coming in their appropriate 
places. It could have a green belt round 
it. All its buildings could be well 
lighted naturally and artificially. Hot as 
well as cold water could be laid on to 
every house from a central system. 
Electricity for light, heating and power 
would be installed everywhere, but the 
alternative of gas might be available for 
any who wished it. The comfortable 
open fire should not be abolished, but 
only smokeless fuel should be burned in 
the new city. 

Is all this mere imagination? In this 
case, unlike that of the decentralisation 
of our population spoken of earlier in 
this article, the project contains nothing 
dead against the wishes and habits of 
modern men and women. Life would still 
be in a great city. It may be that after 
the war there will be a scheme for regi- 
menting the unempioyed into an indus- 
trial army and*setting them to useful 
work, in which case the project for drain- 
ing the Wash may be remembered and 
revived, and if so the new port may be 
part of the plan. It is a pleasanter idea 
than that of replacing Saint Paul’s by a 
stack of office buildings. Of the two 
efforts of the imagination the one is 
about as likely to be realised as the other, 
and the reader probably feels that those 
who indulge in such dreams are moved 
by a desire to turn away from present 
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dreadful realities. Generally speaking, 
people’s minds are directed to bringing 
the war to a speedy and successful con- 
clusion, and very little thought is given 
to what is to come afterwards. Never- 
theless, plans will have to be made sooner 
or later, and the sooner the better. 


BUILDING 


THE GENERAL POSITION. 


_THE current position of the Building 
Industries in relation to the national war 
effort shows a continuing disintegration of 
administrative direction, The industries still 
feel the lack of a sufficiently comprehensive 
national war-time building policy. No body 
of principles upon which such a policy could 
properly be based has yet apparently been 
formulated by the Cabinet. . . . The indus- 
tries are not primarily functioning upon a 
war-time footing. Moreover, what war-time 
efforts the industries are allowed to make are 
distinguished by the measure of divided 
departmental control exercised over them— 
labour by one Department, materials by 
another, and at least six Departments striving 
separately for the same small products— 
buildings—all competing for new directional 
staffs in the process. This is not the fault of 
any one Department of State, it arises from 
a sheer lack of concerted Cabinet policy based 
upon ordered and intensive direction. An 
intelligent feeling of frustration and sense of 
repression is thus engendered, representing a 
waste of potential resources which the country 
ought not to be asked to suffer at a time when 
reid element of energy is urgently called 
WE. < + 2 

_ Apart even from the lack of ordered direc- 
tion and progress there is no evidence that 
the full resources of the industries are yet 
fully employed on any effective basis of ailo- 
cation to a national programme of require- 
ments or performance. Architectural and re- 
lated services remain manifestly unused to a 
disquieting extent; contractors have in some 
cases reverted to advertising for work, and 
manufacturers are beginning to express fears 
of redundant stocks and plant. The position 
calls urgently for a reversal of the present 
policy of basing the national building pro- 
gramme upon the narrow conceptions of 
departmentalism ; the future of war-time pro- 
duction must lie in an increase of the respon- 
sibilities of the industries themselves, on the 
simple principle that, given the necessary 
scope, guidance as to requirements and free- 
dom of function, there is nothing that direct 
Government administration of an industry 
can do better than that industry left to its 
own responsible resources can achieve.—From 
the ‘Building Industries Survey.”’ 


HYGIENE TECHNIQUE IN BUILDING. 
A CuHapwick Lecture on ‘‘ Hygiene Tech- 
nique in Building, or the Economic, Psycho- 
logical and Health Aspects of Surface Treat- 
ment,’’ was given on Tuesday, November 11 
at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, W.C., by Mr. Frepx. R. Hiorns, 
F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. The chair was taken by 
Mr. Aurrep C. Bossom, F.R.I.B.A., M.P. * 

The general object of the lecture was to 
draw attention to some results of the more 
effective sanitary or hygienic outlook in build- 
ing that has been progressively developing in 
the present century, and is even affecting the 
architectural expression of buildings. The 
lecturer sought to show how the evils, especi- 
ally the relation of mal-hygiene to social 
misery, resulted largely from indifference to 
those physical conditions in buildings, their 
finishings, furnishings and use ; these conflicted 
with principles of hygiene but had continued, 
despite the teaching and efforts of sanitary 
reformers contemporary with, and since, the 
time of Chadwick. The lecturer said that, 
while vast areas of unfitting and offensive 
building persisted, there were hopeful signs of 
change; that the practical and psychological 
disadvantages of slums were realised; and 
that in a simpler, cleaner and more effectively 
planned system of living—which might be 
expected to follow the ending of this war—a 
more general application of ‘‘ hygienic tech- 
nique ’’ to building would play an important 
part. | 
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RECONSTRUCTION AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF STEPNEY 


Deraits of his proposals for the reconstruc- 
tion and redevelopmerit of the Borough of 
Stepney were given recently by Mr. B. W. 
Srurrte, F.R.I.B.A., -Inst.M. & Cy.E., 
Borough Engineer and Surveyor, in a paper 
read at Toynbee Hall. Mr. J. J. Matton, 
C.H., LL.D., presided. We take the follow- 
ing extracts from the lecture :— 

Stepney is a borough approximately three 
square miles in area. Its southern boundary 
is the River Thames. At its ‘western 
boundary is the City of London.. The borough 
contains the Tower of London and the Royal 
Mint, and has*three*churches designed by 
Nicholas Hawksmoor, a pupil of Wren, and 
the Trimity. Almshouses, designed by Sir 
Christopher Wren. These are structures of 
architectural merit and must be preserved. 


The borough was largely developed during 
the nineteenth century. In the early part of 
that century the docks in the southern part 
of the borough, and the Regent’s Canal, were 
constructed. Subsequently, the steam- 
operated overhead railways, and later the 
underground electric relive? running approxi- 
mately down the line of the Mile End-road, 
were built. 

The ‘Thames Tunnel, which connects 
Wapping with Bermondsey, was built in the 
first place for foot passengers. Subsequently 
it was used for steam trains and has since 
been electrified. . There are various large 
goods depots associated with the railways in 
the borough. 

For the rést, the borough is a conglomera- 
tion of industrial, commercial and residential 
premises. In the north-eastern portion of the 
borough the houses were erected in the latter 
half of the nineteenth century, and must 
remain for some time yet. The remainder are 
mainly about 100 years old. They are 
obsolete and are decayed by reason of their 
age, and cannot be properly maintained by 
reparation. They should be demolished and 
‘ new housing accommodation provided in their 
stead. f 

There has been a tendency in the past to 
use houses as workshops, withthe result that 
industry and living accommodation are mixed 
to a hopeless extent. This should be cor- 
rected, and people should work in wholesome 
workshops and live in proper houses. 


The population of the borough was, in 1841, 
203,000. This rose to a peak in 1901 of 
300,000. The census of 1931 shows a figure 
of 225,000, the population falling in a steady 
decline. It. is estimated that the population 
at the outbreak of hostilities amounted to 
200,000 persons, the population of 100 years 
ago. The density is very high, being 127 
persons per acre, whereas the density for the 
County of London is 58 persons per acre. 
From this it will be clear that the density 


needs to be much reduced, and, taking the” 


present County of London figure, the popula- 
tion should not exceed 100,000 persons. 

There are at present approximately 34,000 
separate dwellings in the borough. The 
density of occupation is .1.33, per room, 
whereas for the County of London it is .98. 
It will therefore be seen that the housing 
accommodation at present existing is con- 
siderably overcrowded. 

So far as war damage is concerned, approxi- 
mately 6,000 houses have been demolished or 
are in such a condition that they need demoli- 
tion ;.6,000 have been seriously. damaged, and 
20,000 have been what is termed “ slightly 
damaged.” In my view, at least one half of 
the housing accommodation in the borough 
needs demolition and reconstruction. This 
cannot be done as a-result of war damage, 
and it seems, perhaps unfortunately, that this 
property will need.to be maintained for some 
years. Approximately between one-half and 
three-quarters of the population have been 
evacuated, and I anticipate that nearly all 
will wish to return when hostilities cease and 
will require housing. 

The road system of the borough is defined, 
and it is impossible to alter the direction of 
the main thoroughfares without entailing pro- 
hibitive expense, owing to the services which 
are under their surface—i.e., gas, water, elec- 
tricity, sewers, telephones, - etc. Stepney, by 
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reason of its position, has many through trunk 
services which do not supply any local .needs. 

In addition to the widening of main 
thoroughfares, it is proposed that the sub- 
sidiary roads which enter the main roads 
should be stopped at their entrance, and 
traffic therefrom enter the main roads at 
specific points. This will lead to an increased 
flow of main traffic without interruptions. 
The introduction of roundabouts at certain 
points and light control at other points will 
facilitate traffic movements. 


The proposed widths of the main roads vary 
between 50 ft. and 110 ft. The roads of 
100-ft.: widths and over will have dual car- 
riageways, with a dividing island down the 
centre, and carry six lines of traffic. Approxi- 


» mately*parallel-with-such roads, ‘service roads 


will be constructed (usually a development of 
existing roads) for the purpose of loading and 
unloading vehicles taking goods to the pre- 
mises’ fronting the maim roads. This will pre- 
vent obstruction to traffic and to pedestrians 
in the main roads. 

Many of the mean and narrow streets will 
be absorbed into housing and industrial sites, 
and the area of land se gained will compensate 
for the widenings of the essential roads. 

As mentioned earlier, much of the housing 
accommodation needs to be demolished; few, 
homes have bathrooms; walls and floors are 
decayed by reason of age; roofs leak, etc. 
These should be replaced by flats, five storeys 
in height; superimposed houses of four 
storeys, and cottages of two or three storeys, 
all provided with baths, larders, electric light, 
etc. 

A system of central hot water and heating 
should be installed in all forms of housing 
accommodation, and serious consideration 
should be given to kitchen planning and 
apparatus to lessen the work of the home, 

The borough, at present, has only 40 acres 
of*open spaces. It is proposed that this 
acreage be increased to 200, approximately 
five times as much. In addition to these, an 
open space has been planned as a continuation 
of the Tower of London gardéns. ‘Lhis will 
front the river, and will be carried as far as 
Thomas More-street and may ultimately be 
carried as far as King Edward VII Park, in 
Shadwell. 

Establishments which are necessary for 


public health and recreation consist of dis-. 


pensaries, welfare centres, public libraries, pub- 
lic baths, schools, cinemas, clubs, etc: These 
should be located, as far as possible, in the 
residential districts, but it is anticipated that 


the existing establishments will remain for . 


the present, except those which are of poor 
design and construction. In these cases new 
establishments would be built at suitable 
places. 

It is proposed that, as far as possible, 
housing acommodation should not be provided 
in industrial districts, and vice versa. 

The borough has many street markets, and 
since these are in the open, much discomfort 
is caused. to stallholders and shoppers when 
the weather is inclement. It is. proposed that 
these -markets should be cleared from the 
highway and placed in covered spaces in ths 
vicinity. 

There are approximately 40 churches and 
chapels, etc., in the borough. Many of these 
have been burned down, and, owing to the 
decrease in the population, are largely redun- 
dant. These could be demolished and the 
land on which they stand utilised for other 
purposes. An early decision by the authori- 
ties concerned in this matter would provide 
vacant land for other buildings, and these 
sites, together with the cleared sites from 
demolished houses, etc., would provide space 
as a nucleus for future development. 

Stepney has for long wanted a Civic Centre. 
Since its inception in 1900 it has never had 
any central buildings for its municipal offices 
and town hall, though’the Council have made 
many efforts in this direction. It is therefore 
proposed that a Civic Centre be constructed 
between Philpot-street and New-road, with 
an. open space between New-road and Adler- 
street, and in this Civic Centre could be 


housed all the principal departments of the © 


Council, with various portions allocated for 
social services. In the vicinity of the Civic 
Centre ‘it is proposed there ‘should. be erected 
office blocks for the Government. Departments 
associated with: the district. ° . 
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There is a body terthed ‘‘ The Tower Hild 
Improvement Trust,’’ which is concerned with 
improvements to the precincts of the Tower of 
London, and these improvements are incor- 
porated in the scheme. They will much im- 
prove the locality around this ancient 
structure. af 

It is considered that some pool, either per- 
manent: or temporary, should be made of the 
land in the borough, so that it can be redis- 
tributed for the purpose for which it is 
planned. Much progress as a result of war 
damage can ‘be made, and it is to be hoped that, 
as a result, immediate improvements will be 
noticed, and ultimately the whole plan will 
be carried into effect. Z 

In «so far as London is concerned, each 
borough, because of its intimate local know- 
ledge, should prepare its own plan (collabo- 
rating as necessary with the neighbouring 
boroughs) ; the plans thus prepared should be 
sent to a central authority for co-ordination 
and thereafter returned to the borough for 
operation ; the central authority giving advice 
where necessary and, controlling finance and 
settling matters which may arise between the 
borough and owners of affected properties or 
industries. 


SOCIETIES & INSTITUTIONS 


ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SOCIETY. 
Presidential Address. 

During the course of his presidential address 
at the opening meeting of the 1941-42 session 
of the Illuminating Engineering Society, Mr: 
W. J.. Jones, M.Sc., M.I.E.E., Director of 
the Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ Association 
of Great Britain, paid high tribute to the 
part the architectural profession has played im 
educating the public to the use of new and 
interesting forms of light. ‘‘ I am convineed,”’ 
he said, ‘‘ that all present-day lighting should 
be considered architecturally as an integral 
part of a building, and I believe the time‘is 
not far distant when architects will take as a 
matter of course the stipulation of the degree 
of illumination and the tone levels they 
require in their buildings. 

“* It seems inconceivable that this country,’” 
he -continued, ‘‘ will be content to leave 
workers of any kind to work under unsuit- 
able lighting conditions, and it. would be folly 
in post-war reconstruction to perpetuate the 
bad lighting of pre-war days. Planning for 
lighting must consider the requirements of the 
future as well as the immediate present, se 
that in ‘any. installation its expansion or its 
modification will be a matter of relative sim- 
plicity.”’ 
THE AUCTIONEERS’ AND ESTATE AGENTS” 

INSTITUTE. 
Examination Pass Lists, July, 1941. 
FINAt. 

First Class Honours.—John David Warwick 
Pearson, 115, Bratt-street, West’ Bromwich 
(Urban Section). Second Class Honours.— 
Louis Brown, 26, Oak-road, Leeds, 7 (Urban 
Section). Pass (Urban Section).—P. V. Head, 
Faversham, Kent; J. A. Hudson, Codnor, 
Derbyshire. = 

INTERMEDIATE—Parts I anv II. 

Pass (Urban Section).—J. B. A. Wood- 

house, Kirkheaton, Huddersfield. 
INTERMEDIATE—Part I Onty. 

Pass.—J. Brindle, Manchester; K. FE. 
Carter, Chislehurst; P. B.~Chater, Cam- 
bridge; P. C. F. Dashwood, Barnt Green; 
A. Gray, Warrington; D. L. Sabey, North- 
ampton (second in order of merit); J. L. 
Sampson, Acton; V. O. C. Sharp, Heading- 
ley; P. P. Thomas, Swanage, Dorset (first im 
order-of meri); A. E. Weaser, Wandsworth. 

INTERMEDIATE—Part II On y. 

Pass (Urban Section).—J. A. R. Barder, 
Hove; R. T. Green, Weybridge (second in 
order of merit); D. H. Gresswell, Sutton; 
W. D. Nurse, Manchester (first in order of 
merit); ‘E. W. Watson, Monkseaton. 


BOOKS RECEIVED | 
Modern Sanitary Engineering. By G. Erie 
Mitchell.- -(London: George Newnes, Ltd.) 
Price 12s. 6d, net. Fe: FS 
' Teach Yourself Mechanics. By .P. Abbott, 
M.A. . (London: The , English Universities 
“Press, Ltd.) Price 2s. 6d. net. - 
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... CONTROL OF CIVIL 
BUILDING 


FIRST PROSECUTION UNDER THE NEW 
ORDER. 


At the Marlborough-street Police Court, on 
November 7, the hearing was commenced of 
the first prosecution in London by the Miitistry 
of Works. under the Control of Civil 
Buildings) and Constructional Operations 
Order, which limits building expenditure. 

Geo. Rose, of Grosvenor House, Park-lane, 
appeared to'a summons by the Director of 
Public Prosecutions, alleging that between 
July 17 and September 6, 1941, at 299, Oxford- 
street, W., he executed a building or construc- 
tional operation at a cost in excess of £100 
without first obtaining a licence from the 
Ministry of Works and Buildings, contrary to 
regulation 56a of the Defence Regulations. 

“Mir. 8. D. F. Campbell, solicitor, defended, 
and pleaded not mart , 

Mr. Edwin Clayton, for the Director of 
Public Prosecutions, opened by quoting the 
regulations, and said that as this ‘‘ opera- 
tion ’’ was commenced after April 14 the de- 
fendant was limited to an expenditure of £100. 
In fact, however, he far exceeded that amount. 
In July last Mr. Rose took a lease of the 
ground floor and basement of 299, Oxford- 
street. These premises had suffered from blast 
from a bomb in September, 1940, nine months 
before, and his idea was to convert what had 
previously been a mantle and costumiers’ sho 
into a restaurant. The landlords were Pol- 
lards, the shopfitters and contractors, and 
on July 15 Mr. Rose saw « representative of 
the company, told him of the projected 
restaurant, and said he wanted alterations 
made. Pollards gave him an estimate for 
£97. Among other things, the whole of the 
shop front was to be taken out and built in 
another way; the floor was to be lowered and 
concreted, and certain other alterations were 
to be made; Mr. Rose being told that the 
whole cost was not to exceed £100 under the 
regulations. Then, about the same date Mr. 
Rose got in teuch with Messrs. Godwin and 
Co., builders and decorators, of Garway-road, 
Bayswater, and asked for the place to be 
decorated and repainted in parts, and sinks 
to be put in and water connected up to the 
various wastes. He was told that in no cir- 
cumstances would he be allowed to spend more 
than £100. Godwin’s first estimate was for 
£164, but that was subsequently reduced to 
£80. After that Mr. Rose got in touch with a 
Mr. E. J. Clarke, electrical engineer, of 
Sloane-street, and asked him to carry out cer- 
tain alterations to the alectric light, to instal 
electric refrigerators and put in an internal 
telephone. The bill for that came to £117. 
So that instead of spending £100, Mr. Rose 
spent a total in the neighbourhood of £300, 
and when questioned about it by a representa- 
tive of the Ministry, he made the amazing 
statement that the licensing officer had given 
him permission te proceed. That was not 
true. He was also seen on September 5, and 
then he put in an application for a licence, 
the work having been practically completed on 
August 20. Mr. Rose also wrote expressing 
his regret that he had carried out the neces- 
sary work without having first obtained a 
permit, saying he had not realised that the 
cost would run into approximately £200. He, 
also mentioned that a fair amount was first-aid 
work. His application was refused. 

Among the many witnesses called for the 
prosecution was’ Mr. Stanley Ludwig Gold- 
smith, chief building inspector to the Ministry, 
who, in cross-examination, agreed that first- 
aid repairs and works of maintenance could 
be carried out without a permit and without 
reference to the £100 limit. But inthis vase; 
he said, an entireiy altered shop front was not 
** first-aid repair,’’ first-aid repair being the 
minimum amount of work necessary to make 
a building wind and weather ‘proof. 

This concluded the case for the prosecution 
and the hearing was adjourned’ until Novem- 
ber 18. “Ni 
City Engineer Honoured. 

Mr. W. A. Waxer, F.8.I., M.Inst.C.E., 
City. Engineer and Surveyor of Salford, 
and head of the~Civil Defence Rescue 
Service, Salford, has been awarded the 


George Medal. 
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EMERGENCY INQUIRY 
BUREAU 


REGISTRATION: HOURS OF WORK. 


Sm,— What seems to be an inconsistency in 
Form B.C.H.2 (Registration of Builders, etc.) 
occurs on page two of that form, in so far 
as paragraphs (a) and (b) of the undertaking 
which must be signed by the builder are at 
first glance imooenpabibte: Paragraph (a) 
binds the registering builder to agree to terms 
and conditions of employment where these 
have been fixed by joint agreement in the 
industry. Paragraph (b) binds him to observe 
such conditions as are laid down by the 
Minister .of Works. 

The point is this, that the whole of build- 
ing labour is now controlled by the unions, 
and the union maximum is 44 hours a week, 
any extra time worked being subject to a 
special permit. The Minister, on the other 
hand, arising out of paragraph (b), decrees 
that not more than 60 hours a week are to be 
worked. 

Could you get this matter cleared up as I 
have heard of builders in the London area 
who find the contradiction quite bewildering, 
and while wishing to work longer hours than 
the 44, have been obliged, through inability 
to obtain extension from the union, to restrict 
those hours to 44. F. T. W. 

We have submitted this inquiry to the 
Ministry, who reply: Actually there is no 
inconsistency in Form B.C.E.2,.for the Min- 
ister requires not that 60 hours be worked, 
but that not more than 60 hours be worked. 
If the agreed terms and conditions prescribe 
a lower.maximum, the Minister’s requirement 
—that 60 hours be not exceeded—is still com- 
plied with. Incidentally, there is a measure 
of restriction, inasmuch as the Minister now 
limits the-length of the standard week. (44 
hours), plus the hours to be worked in excess 
a standard week “ by permit,’’ to a total 
of 60. 

Another query on similar lines has been 
raised which I am glad to have this opportu- 
nity of clearing. The 60 hours limit refers 
to the number of hours actually.worked and 
not to the maximum of hours for which a man 
may be paid. For example, if the standard 
week is 44 hours and 16 hours of overtime are 
worked for which time and a quarter is paid, 
then payment may be received for 64 hours. 


Purchase Tax: Liability Decisions. 

The following decisions regarding the lia- 
bility of certain articles to tax are published 
as supplementary to those already given .in 
Notice No. 78 :— . 

Class 7 (b). Appliances and apparatus of 
a kind used for domestic purposes.—Charge- 
able : All domestic and waa purpose types 
of water-softener, irrespective of their capa- 
city or of the materials of which they are 
made. Not chargeable : Water-softeners sup- 
plied to specification for purely industrial 
purposes—e.g., to public laundries, dairies, 
breweries, etc. This decision applies in the 
case of all goods delivered on or after 
November 1. . 








sv 


S 
~ 


2233 se ua 






~ 
NS 
~ 
— 
es 
na 





November 14 1941 


REGISTRATION OF 
BUILDERS 


RETURN OF BUILDING AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING LABOUR. 


Tue Minister of Works and Buildings has 
made an Order (S.R. & O., 1941, No. 1642) 
calling for.a return from all persons (other 
than those who were required to register as 
building or civil engineering contractors under 
Defence Regulation 56AB) who employ labour 
engaged in building or civil engineering acti- 
vities. 

This is a compulsory return, and failure to 
make it renders a person to whom the Order 
applies liable to the penalties prescribed by 
the Defence Regulations. 

The main purpose of the return is to obtain 
information as to the building and civil engi- 
neering labour employed in imdustries other 
than the building and civil engineering indus- 
tries themselves. The returns will, therefore, 
cover workpeople engaged on maintenance 
work, as well as on new building and civil 
engineering work, who are employed by per- 
sons other than registered builders and civil 
engineering contractors. All such employers, 
in whatever .industry they may be, are 
required to furnish returns of any workpeople 
employed by them on huilding and civil engi- 
neering activities. 

Information is required as to the number 
and trades of persons engaged in such activi- 
ties, and as to the value of work done by 
them in October, 1941... The trades concerned 
include the following :— 

Joiners and Carpenters (when engaged on 
work in connection with building and civil 
engineering ; not on shop work); 

Bricklayers, Slaters and Tilers, Painters, 
Plasterers, Plumbers, Glaziers, Builders’ 
Labourers ; 

Persons engaged generally in the con- 
struction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, 
maintenance, decoration or demolition of 
buildings or fixed works of construction (in- 
cluding excavation, levelling, the making of 
earthworks. and foundations, the laying of 
pipes and sewers, the construction of roads 
and railways, track-laying, etc.). 

Copies of the Form (B.€.E.4) on which the 
return is to be made were available at local 
offices of the Ministry of Labour and National 
Service as from November 12. They must be 
filled in and returned to the Ministry of 
Works and _ Buildings (Registration of 
Builders), Sanctuary Buildings, 18; Great 
Smith-street, London, 8.W.1, not later than 
November 22. Full instructions will be found 
in Part A of the form. 

The Ministry of Works point out that :— 

This is in no sense a registration of em- 


ployers of building and civil engineering 


operatives; the Order calls merely for a 
return of information. 

The return is required from employers, not 
from individual employees, 

The return is required only in respect of 
operatives engaged on building and civil en- 
gineering work, and not on manufacturing or 
other activities in an undertaking. For ex- 
ample, a wood-cutting, joinery and timber 
concern may employ a number of carpenters 
on building maintenance work. These should 
be returned; but carpenters and joiners en- 
gaged upon the main business of the under- 
taking should not be included. 


LONDON MASTER. BUILDERS 


SOUTHERN AREA COMMITTEE 
ESTABLISHED. 

Tue Secretary of the London Master 
Builders’ Association informs us that the 
Southern Area Committee has been estab- 
lished, and the following officers have been 
elected :— 

’ Chairman, A. J. Chapman (C. H. Gibson, 
Ltd., Croydon); Senior Vice-Chairman, R. 
Wates (Wates, Ltd., Norbury); Junior Vice- 
Chairman, A, C..Clark (A. C. Clark, Wimble- 


 donys-and Secretary, L. G. Siggs (Biggs and 


Chapman). y 
The Association luncheon will be held in 
the Connaught Rooms, Great Queen-street, 
W.C., on January 13 next, and the annual 
general meeting will be held on January 20. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN | 


_ For some contracts still open, but not included 
in this list, see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the head of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders: a dagger (f) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at 
the end refer to the person from whom particulars 
may_be obtained. 


BUILDING. 


NOVEMBER 17, , 

Luton T.C.—Sub-station. R. Dean, general: 
manager and chief engineer Borough of 
Luton Electricity Undertaking, St. Mary’s-rd., 
Luton. Dep. £2 2s, if 

NOVEMBER 18. 

Belfast 1T.C.—Oonstruction of temporary 
roof to Public Hall, City Hall. R. H. Gitson 
and. J. H, Stevenson, 16, Donegall-sq. South, 
and 83, Royal-ave. ‘ 

Belfast T.C.—Reinstatement of premises 
Ferguson: and Mcliveen, architects and civil 
engineers, 36, Scottish Provident-bldgs. 


NOVEMBER 19. 
Wallasey 1T.C.—Reconstruction of water- 
softening plant building. Boro. Eng. 
Wolverhampton C.B.—Erection of three 
double pre-fabricated ‘‘ Maycrete” huts and 
the construction of lavatory block with two 
surface shelters. Director of Education, 


North-st. 
NOVEMBER 20. : 
Chelmsford T.C.—Reconstruction in in-situ 
concrete of part of timber-lined trench shel- 
ters. Boro. Eng. and Sur. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 21. 


Thame U.D.C.—Two public shelters. Sur. 
NOVEMBER 22. 
Spilsby R.D.C.—Reproofing of two council 
houses. Sur. Dep. £1 Is. 
NOVEMBER 24, 
Repton R.D.C.—Pumpin station. Eng. 


and Sur., The Poplars, Rolleston-rd., Burton- 
on-Trent. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 25. 


Coventry T.C.—Cleansing unit and decon- 
tamination laundry. D. E. E. Gibson, City 
Architect, la, Warwick-row. Dep. £3 3s. 


NOVEMBER 26. 

Essex, C.C.—Conversion of existing farm 
building into machine repair depot. C. 
Leslie, Executive Officer, Essex Institute of 
rated Writtle, nr. Chelmsford. Dep. 


1s. 
: NO DATE. 
Harwich 1T.C.—Two emergency cleansing 
stations. Boro. Eng. and Sur. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, &c. 


NOVEMBER 21, 

Dublin Commissioners of Public Works.— 
“External painting, etc., at Royal Hospital 
and Post Office factory. Office of Public 
Works. Dep. £1. 

; NOVEMBER 27. 

Northwich R.D.C.—External painting of 

houses. Eng and Sur. 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND WATER 
WORKS. 


NOVEMBER 17. 

+Bullingdon R.D.C.—Sinking a 12 in. 
tubed borehole. Howard Humphreys: and 
Sons, 7, Eldon-sq., Reading, consulting en- 
gineers. Dep. £1 ls. ; 

Rye 1T.C.—Three reinforced .concrete and 
brickwork basins. G. J. Cornner, M.Inst.M. 
& Cy.E., Boro. Sur. Dep: £2 2s. 

. NOVEMBER 28. 
T.C€.—Complete construction of 


drains ‘and: boundary fencing, 
City 


Bristol 
footpaths, 
Canford Cemetery Extension No. 2. 
Eng. and Sur. Dep. £2. 

DECEMBER1., . 

Letchworth U.D.C.—Alterations to sewage 
works. Howard Humphreys and Sons, 7, 
Eldon-sg. Reading. Dep. £3 3s. (Applica- 
ry to be made Tectshots November 17 and 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 
DECEMBER 10. 


Durham C.C.—Construction of a bridge - 


Wm. J. Merrett, County Eng. and Sur., 43, 
Old Elvet, Durham, ‘ 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS. 


NOVEMBER 21.: 
Manchester.—_Temporary - Assistant, De- 
artment of Architecture. Registrar, The 
niversity, Manchester. “ 
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_ "NOVEMBER 22. 
*Lowestoft T.C.—General Foréman. F. G. 
Southgate, Bor. Sur. pe 


a NOVEMBER 24, 
*Islington B.C.—Inspector of 
Drains aid “Buildings. C: N: 
Boro. Eng. and Sur. 


: NOVEMBER 26. 

*Leeds T.C. — Temporary Architectural 
Assistant.. -W. 8S. Cameron, A.M.Inst.C.E:, 
City Eng. 


A.R.P. SCHEMES 


LONDON ' 


Kensington.—B.C. have accepted the fol- 
lowing tenders, subject to approval of 
Regional Commissioners: J. P. Williams, 
Ltd., at £152 10s., for drainage work at 
school shelter; Frank Brown, Litd., at 
£369 16s. 9d., for communal shelter; Sim- 
monds and Sons, Ltd., at £136, for strutting 
a basement shelter; J. Jarvis and Sons, 
Ltd., at £1,263 2s. 9d., for sanitary and 
joinery work at a subway shelter. 

Poplar.—B.C. have placed following con- 
tracts, subject to sanction of Regional Com- 
missioners : 50-person shelters, 
Richardson, Ltd. (48), £7,350 6s. 2d., and 
Harris and Sharp (12), £2,035 7s. 8d. 48- 
person type, H. Mills and Sons (12), £1,932; 
H. Mills and Sons (12), £1,938; The Circular 
Shelter Co. .(14), £2,386 13s. 8d. Nine 48- 
person shelters and six 24-person_ shelters, 
G. H. Mynott, £2,273 lls. 8d. Eleven 48- 
person shelters and three 24-person shelters, 
H. Archer and Son, £2,063 6s. 11d.—B.C. 
approved .scheme for improvements © at 
cleansing centre, at £204.—Subject to neces- 
sary sanctions, B.C. placed: following ¢on- 
tracts for shelters: The Bunting Construc- 
tion Co. (21), £2,530 16s.; ichardsons 
(Plasterers), Ltd. (3), £414.—Subject to M.H. 
approval,- B.C. approved improvements to 
three emergency mortuaries, at £1,445, and 
overhead protection at cleansing centre, at 
£400.—B.C. to carry out strengthening work 
at ‘depot, at £185.—Boro’ Eng. to proceed 
with strengthening of strutted basement 
shelters, at £1,604 11s. 94.—Crispin and 
Borst, Ltd., secured contract, at £2,234 8s. 9d., 
for strengthening surface shelters, subject 
to necessary sanctions. . 

Twickenham, — B.C. -has been recom- 
mended by County Council to carry out 
various works in connection with wardens’ 
posts, at £1,957. 

Woolwich.—B.C. to erect 50-person shelter 
at Shooter’s Hill, at £269 17s. 3d., subject 
to approval of Ministry of Home:Security. 


PROVINCIAL. 


Alnwick.—R.D.C. to construct water suppl 
storage tanks. Plans by M. T. O'Farrell, 


Sur. 
Bacup. — T.C. to. prepare 
strengthening semi-sunk trench 


-EEDERATED. 
GEMPLO 
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Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
we London Office: 
23. Lawrence Lane, Cheapside,.London, E.C.2 


Cowney, ~ Davies, City Sur. ese 


for, 


4am . 


and. basement shelters for submission to 
Ministry of Home Security. H. Guffogg is 
Boro’ Sur. 

Bangor (N. Wales).—T.C. propose public 
shelter and wardens’ post. Plans by B. Price 


Brixworth.—R.D.C. have placed contract 
with J. E. Lucas, Ltd., Moulton, Northamp- 
ton, at £625, for four static water tanks. 

Durham.—C.E.C. to erect ten shelters at 
schools in Barnard Castle area. “Plans by 
F. Willey, 34, Old Elvet, Durham. 

Harrogate.—T.C. to. erect communal sur- 
poe shelters. Plans by L. H. Clarke, Boro’ 

ur. 

Hull.—Watch Committee propose erection 
of police boxes and shelters, at £19,946. 
Plans by A. Rankine ({A.), City Architect.— 
T.C.‘ta.,instal heating apparatus in 438 com- 
munal shelters. 

Lancashire.—.C. propose to instal electric 
lighting in all school shelters, also to erect 
shelters at three’ school clinics, at £470. 

Lancaster. — The following tenders .have 
been received by T.C.: for new cleansing 
station, improvement to first-aid post, and 


new roads: A. O. Thoms, Wheatfield-st., 
Lancaster, £1,418 19s.; Thompson and Jack- 
son, Ltd., St. Anne’s-pl., Moor-la., Lan- 


caster, £1,460; C. a 26, Sharpes-av., 
Lancaster, £1,505 8s. 8d.; R. Thompson and 
Queen-st., Lancaster, . 


Morris, Ltd., : 
an accepted, sub- 


£1,631 19s. 5d. No tender 
ject to sanction by M. of 2 

Lancaster.—T.C. to erect additional domes- 
tic communal surface shelters. 

Lancaster. — A. V. Black, Sun-st., Lan- 
caster, have secured contract, at £161 13s. 1d., 
for improvements to first-aid post at Thurn- 
ham House. 

Lydd, New Romney and Romney Marsh 
Joint Civil Defence Committee to erect brick 
and concrete water tanks by direct labour, 
at £425. : 

‘Manchester.—T.C. approved decontamina- 
tion centre and trailer-pumphouse, for Ken- 
dall and Gent, Ltd. 

Middlesbrough.—E.C. accepted following 
tenders*for brick shelters at schools: Hud- 
son Brothers (Middlesbrough), Ltd., for Lin- 
thorpe (£880), and special schools (£736); 
Stephem Coates, Ltd., Middlesbrough, for 
Archibald (£3,700), and Whinney Banks 

chools (£4,109); W. A. King and Sons, Ltd. 

iddlesbrough, for Marton Grove school 
(£5,220); C. J. Boyd, Ltd., Middlesbrough, 
for Beechwood (£1,758), and Brambles 
schools (£1,758); John McCréton, Ltd., Mid- 
dlesbrough, for St. Joseph’s (£502), and St. 
Francis’ R.C. schools (£1,542);  N. Thomp- 
son, Ltd., Middlesbrough, for Acklam Hall 
secondary school (£1,762); W. E. Price, Mid- 
dlesbrough, for High school (£1,092), and 
the Constantine Technical College (£2,533). 
—Boro’ Eng. to prepare estimate for cost of 
strengthening school trench shelters.—Tees 
Valley Water Board propose control centre. 

Rothérham.—E.C. propose improvements 
to school shelters. 

Rowley Regis.—T.C. propose gas cleansing 
station. 

South Shields.—E.C. have placed contract 
with Val de Travers Asphalt.Co., Lid...New- 
castle-on-Tyne, at £3,000, for lining of school 
shelters with brick and asphalt. 

Stockport. — T.C. propose the reconstruc- 
tion and strengthening of existing .surface 


~ communal shelters. 


Stoke-on-Trent.—T.C. propose rest centre 


and messing facilities at cleansing depart- 


ment, at £1,300, also the erection of 21 addi- 
tional school shelters, at £4,620. 

Swinton and Pendlebury. — T.C.. propose 
improvements to school shelters, including 
repairs.to floors. 

SCOTLAND. 

Dundee. — Corporation to proceed itmme- 
diately with additional garage accommoda- 
tion at auxiliary fire depot. Plans by City 
Architect. : 

Falkirk. — Stirling and Clackmannan Air 
Raid Precautions Joint Authority propose 
depot. and. station, garage and messing 
rooms,.to plans by Clark Fyfe, Chief Archi- 
tect. : 

Glasgow.—Plans in hands of John MacNab, 
129, Bath-st., Blythswood, Glasgow, for 
shelters at Ashley-st. school. — Plam® in 
hand for shelters at four clinics, the archi- 
tect being Thomas Somers. 

Hawick.—J. Swinton and Co. to carry out 


. works on 15-shelters, at £1,748. 


Laurieston. — Stirling and Clackmannan 
Air Raid Precautions Joint Authority have 
laced contract for cleansing depot with D. 
amsay, Falkirk. “Plans by Clark Fyfe, 
Chief Architect. 

Middlefield.—Plans are in the hands of 
John MacNab, 129, Bath-st., Blythswood, 
sa Ia for shelters at Middlefield special 
sehool. , 
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* Painters 1d. less than other 
Tradesman 


§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2 /- 
Nors.—Carpenters and Joiners in 


all 


Craftsmen. 
’3 Labourers, 1/6. 


¢ Plus 2d. per working day. 


Navvies and General Labourers, 
per. week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 


AMS wacreetoes | 


Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowance. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 452, : 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS*: 


Note; Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. 
The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. . - 
At present linseed oil .and genuine spirits of turpentine can only: be supplied in cans in. small quantities, 


BRICKS, &c. 

The price for Stock Bricks has been altered to minimum 
price at works for “ull lorry loads. Sittingbourne 
district. A quotation for cartage should be obtained 
as the haulage question is difficult. 


£ ad 
First Hard Stocks ....cceeceees: per 1,000 4 5 6 
Second Hard Stocks..........20+5 wa 318 6 
PRED CRDORE <5 cuss heck es Cer ceases pe! 3:3.¢6 
ae Rough Stocks Se NESE SS, oe = 219 6 
‘d Common Stocks .......... ye 2.10 0 
King’s To sites 
Cross in W.C 
2} in. Phorpres. Station District 
A discount of 6d. 1,000 only per 1,000 per 1,000 
monthly account. s. dé. s. d. 
MOORES, vias otatire Uneewawae cus 51 9 58 3 
MNES nhac dive nt netesiuedes 33° 9 60 3 
Single Bullnose ..........00- ey ES 78 3 
MONEE, 5s ps cic wo.5's Seals ae Oo fa ; % 3 
pa. Se eS 78 3 
White Midhurst Best « selected ‘delivered £s. d. 
RAO TO nc. a tative u Canc Pichon + est es 510 0 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) . 10:2 0 
Do. Bullnose (London a Dis, cuatcess 10 12 0 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) ............ 819 6 
Best Stourbridge o% rer 3 aD Stns.) :-— 
y 2 Pe 10 ry ° ch eee ie 2 6 
‘GLazep Bricks. (London Stns.) 
Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs 36 10 0 
and Salt Glazed ~ D’ble Headers 33 10 O 
Stretcher...... 28 O O Oneside&twoends 37 10 0 
Headers ........ 27 10 O Twosides&oneend 38 10 0 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and 
and 4} in. Flats34 10 0 Squints...... 36 0 O 
Second Quality, £2 per 1,000 less than best. Cream 


and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 
Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered London Area. 
“* PHORPRES ” HOLLOW PARTITION BLOCKS: 


s. s. d. 
Es r yd. sup. .... 2° 3 3” per yd. sup. .. 2 9 
aa Se Ar IS -. rg 3 3 
2” per yd 19 be 4 2 6 
r yd. sup. .... ” per yd. sup 
4, ee ok it . — 2-4 
an shea “pp CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. ae 
ize 12x9x pry ER En Fee 
Size 12 x 9 x 24 Por. Sere ye. 
Size 12x9x3 is hi 47 Jee a ceiracedce a 
SU RE ee ne ae sealtin eal 3 7 
Plus 2d. for smooth one "side, and 4d. for smooth both 


sides. 
Delivered : Free on site London‘area. 
HEMPSTEAD—KEYED Two SIDES. 
rege 2 6 WaeMa®t seca 
ie SP oe hs mS Be 2S £4 Sick 
Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 


Ww 
Coo 


SAND. 

Th Ballast.... 9 6peryd. 
Pit Ballast ........ 9 0 ,, ,, | delivered 
Pit: Sand... 2.60% + 11 6 5 ,,]2 miles, 
Washed Sand 13 0 ,, , ;radius 

3 in. Shingle O ,, »» | Paddington, 

}in. Broken Brick 15 6 ,, ,, 
Pan Breeze ...... pe eee 


delivered London Area. . d. 
6 ton loads and upwards site ......'... —perton 2 9 6 
2 $000 © COORG onic ke cic eccns cvs cata 6 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots. ......... * 1 @ 
“ Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— 

6 ton loads and upwards site ’....'........e008 215 6 
1 ton to 6 tons Site ....2becceccccer la dit sive 218 6 
Alongside Vauxhall i in 80 ton lots So tee 213 0 


Stored in.Reserved Bins at works. 1s. 6d. per 
ton extra. 
“ Aquacrete ” Water Repellent, “ Blue Circle” 
ent, 30s. per ton extra on ordinary “ Blue . 
Circle ” prices. 
“ Colorcrete ” Nos. 1 and 2. Coloured Rapid 
Hardening Portland Cement, in 6-ton lots . 
“ Colorcrete ” not rapid hardening, according 
to colour, from £7 to £15 10s.-per ton. 
“ Snowcrete ” White Portland Cement ...... 10 5 0 
“417” Cement (Ultfa Rapid Hardening) ~ 
Delivered site London Area in 6 ton lots 
= Te rer ‘. perton3 9 6 
ackages at current prices. 
Super coma (Waterproof), bags extra ...... 3.19 6. 
oTe.—Paper bags will be charged at the rate of 7s 
‘ast per ton. Jute sacks charged Is. 9d. nett each and 
1s. 6d. nett each allowed if returned to works within two 


319 6 


PLASTER. 
Coarse, Pink f ie Sirapite, Co: 4 3% 
ink .... pite, Coarse 

» White 476 6 413° 6 
Pioneer ......-- 450 
Above prices for 4-ton loads and over London Area. 
Best Ground Blue Grey Stone 217 6 
Lias Lime . 3.7 6 ChalkkLime ....217 6 
Granite Chippings 1 15 0 a ¥ sepliw ee Eee 
Nore.—Sacks are charged Is. each, and credited 

1s. 6d. if returned in good condition within three 


carriage paid. 
Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags, £2 12s. 6d..in 6-ton 
ots at railway depot. 


STONE. 


’ BaTH STONE.—Delivered in railway .trucks at 


Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, GW. R., per ft. cube 
BEER STONE—RANDOM BLOCK— 

Free on rail at Seaton Station.. per ft cube 

Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, S.R. __,, 

Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 

cubic extra, selected approximately 

three sizes or for special wor 3d. per 
cubic ft. extra. 
PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in’ railway trucks at 
Nine. Elms, Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, G.W.R., ........ per ft. cube 4 

Do. do. delivered on road waggons as above 
MMI so Eds cactckaceceees per ft.cubc 4 

White basebed, 3d, per ft. cube extra. 

Nore.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft. 

Hopton-Woop STONE— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
Random blocks from 10 ft. and o over P.ft.cb.. 13 

SAWN CWO SIGES «nc cece cevectetectsccest 

Sawn three or four sides ..............0%% 31 

York Stone, BLuE—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 

6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under ° 
30 ft. super) ft. super 

6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto .... 

3 in. sawn two’ sides slabs (ran- 
dom sizes) 

2 in. to 2in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) 

1} in. to 2 in. ditto 

Harp YorK— 

Delivered at any Goods Station, Liote, 

Scrappled random blocks ...... per ft. cube 

6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
40 ft. super) ft.super 

6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto’... 

4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 


° 
wN we 


nv Aun 


. 
. 
: 
3 
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3 in. ditto ditto 
2 in. self-faced random flags...... per yd. super 


/ CAST STONE. 
Delivered in London area in full van loads, 
cube : Plain, 7s. 6d. Moulded, 8s. 
Small section cills and copings, 11s. 


HARD WOOD. 
1 INCH AND UP: THICK. 


Average price for prime at ie 


Dry English Wainscot Billets. . 16 0 to 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot ». 17 0 to 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs 
Square-edged Honduras Mahoganiy - 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany 
American Figured Oak 
American Plain Oak 
BT Re pr ree Ca 
pe ee RE 
Teak 


CNW Aun an 


r ft. 


ee es 
eee eee ee ee 


American Whitewood 
African Whitewood 
African Mahogany 
Australian Walnut 

Anatratien Sky. Gale .:<:.'05:fe'dc'g c sistas 00 Foes 
Best Scotch glue percwt. 5 0 
Lage BING 9 65's a 55,08 teal elie ae 44 per gallon 1 2 


weer eee ee ee 


eee meee eee erereseereres 


ecococcocoeceoooo 
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an 


eee ee 
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Having Secured — 
the Contract— 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 





SCAFFOLDING » 


For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding . 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD.,N.W.10. 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines). 














SOFT WOOD. 
MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE 
Sr Maxisium. 
Scantlings in imported sizes, £. ¢& £°s. d. 
2in. by 3in. to4in. by llin. 43 16 0 53 0 0 
PLANED - BOARDS. 
PRIME CLEAR BriTiSH COLUMBIAN PINE. 
Per Fe oa 
1 in. by 11 in. 10 ‘0 
1 in. by 9 in. He deetbaveegacedyeenagts 67 10 0 
Per square, 
s. d. 
1 in. von COUGH TOOT 6 oo cen ne does od alten 53 0 
REP sc Sh atuddaddaedds }havaels ae ta 66 6 
1 in. soared SENG, GLOOVES 6.6 once cc Sct ce's 53. 0 
PRONOUN. < 5 oc ove Sane k de dde men bedenveS 66. 6 
MATCHING 
Per square. 
s. 
aN thick dak vasa ghanabenaan gaeint nee. 37 6 
MRS idaqederedcehekadas deeieecs es Cades 42 0 
Me wa tatduwds vaca tte Kthercadinocdice 55 0 
SLATES. 


First quality slates from Penrhyn .or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 


Per 1,000 actual 

“£s £4. ¢é 
24 by 12 45 5 0 18 by 10.... 24 0 0 
22 by 12 37 17 6 18 by 9 22 12 6 
22 by 11 34 2 6 16.by 10 21.10 0 
20 by 12 33.0 0 16by8 . 16 12 6 
2by10 . 30 5.0 

TILES. 


Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 


of not less than 6 toms.........ss0000- Per 1,000 
’ f.o.r. London. 

Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 
Staffordshire district .....ccevcceccecess £5 6 6 
Ditto hand-made ditto .............. 67 6 

Ornamental, Gitte... 0.00 0'c'c sc cecerssevvecs 14 0 

Hip and vailey tiles fHand-made ........ 12 9 
(per dozen) Machine-made ...... 012 3 

METALS. 

Joists, GIRDERS, &C., TO LONDON STATION PER TON— 
RS. Joists, cut and fitted .............. £23 10 0 
Plain Compound Girders ........ ene ae 26 0 90 

SERMONS « sn'c crebccwcvce 28 10. O 

Te Wine Weel oc os dices sirens ected ss 33 10 0 

Nore.—These, prices are for oe pieces and not 
special pieces = an awkward natu: 

MILD STEEL ROUNDS.—To Lenien Stations, ar ton, 

Diameter. 2a s. d. ene en d. 
Ra Sl Se 23 0.0 ¥ in. to 21 10 0 

SMR . cvindns 22 00 Pia to ue te... 21 0 0 

WROUGHT TUBES AND FITTINGS. 


Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from London stock a 3 %, gross. 


we bi) 15/24 +" "| in pit 16" 
a 

‘ ” Y; % %e yA 

Light weight .. Pin _ 47 $i 574 

Heavy weight 44 dd. 39 41 49 

Galv.lightweight Pr i —_ 384 393 o 


Galv.heavyweight 31 31 31 294 
ese len a and a sizes 4” /}” inclusive, charged © ais 
oO 
Fittings. aries. 25/34 5% less gross discount. 
Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
invoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and over. 
C.I. HALF-RoUND GuTTERS—London Prices ex Works. 


per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop 
Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
Ste gues teadadecs 1/5 1/13 44d. 
DERE ic cccdvsedsc the 1/64 1/34 44d. 
ee oe kde sae otasd 1/63 1/5 64d. 
GEM wd: ics ns ow eke 1/74 1/74 8d. 
Wis ds 3 Bde kvknweds 1/11 1/9 84d. 
O.C. GUTTERS. 
ES oS cilieg oc desde 1/93 1/64 
BIR, 6 cist dates a'e. clsigiais 2/ /64 
| ee ere rr 2/ 1/74 7 
MM: Facies Paces ry 1 1/104 8 
> SS ee ene 2/7¢ 2 94d. 
RAIN "WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe Bénds. Branches. 
Stock angles. 
Siths Moewasdadelsce 2/14 1/5 2/i 
EE, RSE FA EFA 2/2 1/7t 2/ 
SUS os iota SWE i Roe 2/7: 2/04 3 
MME ics Pa.eag Cea we'd 3/1 2/5 3/6 
BE ges adeuddeswws 3/7 2/103 4/23 
NETT_ PRI : 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 
L.C.C. CoaATep Som Pires—London -Prices, i. Stock. 


Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. 
5 ay Re pee F 3/64---.-.2/53 3/ 
py a eis See oe « 4/2 2/9 3 
Sie Siicsstaet cts 4/ 3/04 4/6 
as Me Winc din vcVe chats 4/7 3/94 5/3 

yevecdawee cess 5/ 4/24 6/04 
LEC. COATED DRAIN Pire. 
Pipe. “Bends. Branches. 

3 in. per yd. in 9 fts. 5/5 6/3 9/11 

cwt. qr. lbs. 
yee ee ey | ee roe 7/il 7/1 12/6 
5 in. : pA 7 ee 9/7 12/9 19/3 
6 in. | PROS 11/5 14/8 25/6 


pba Phy 75/- per cwt. 
* oui information given on - this Pwd has 


Pesci ia this, list Bumper, and ® copyright 
piped Bn Nagra Powder 9m ie ih 
tt necessarily the 


rt Bh of materials, not 
average Pa Quality -and quantity obviously — 
should bered by those 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
Per ton basis 
babe ica 


s. d. 
IRon. Crown, Merchant quali is 7 6 
Ino — Staffordshire Marked Bars meee: a 6. 






PENS Bleed TAAOGS . vc ccccceccécopvcritasine 2110 O 
Ex Meérchant’s Stock, 
per ton (two=ton lots). 
Se ee ens CA 
AONE 5. piveninc vie cvnc Siete hiseveaa see 2417 6 
BU BONID  siicle bond cos nchnGentisves sees 6 
MOG . vcdlacissadnsdhdsteionvee 2517 6 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft. - 
24 gauge SWidtal srddithcdtalonss vrke dekh a 8 
— sebanwl vee. sae tex bschesee 
EE EA a eR re SOS 28 15.0 
Galena Fist’ Sinsces, CR: and C.A.— 
20 GAUGD .cstec'ccs ose 2810: 0 
24 gauge ns SORA A 4 ris 
ee Peete tee pishisaMetcaseeeon 
2 Per ton. 
zo 
Cat Hots,:3 1nsd0d GP. 5s icicdsccsessinss 28 10 0 


ALL NETT. 

METAL WINDOws.—Standard sizes, suitable for com- 
plete houses, including all fittings, painting two’ coats, 
and delivery to job, average price about Is. 4d. to Is. 7d. 
per foot super. 


. PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 


* Delivered in London. 
' To pass Met. Water Board. 
Crutca Heap S.D. Bis Cocks ror IRON. Easy CLEAN. 


in. qin 
37/- 38/6 per doz. 


CHROMIUM Pi aTen Tomer S.D. Bis Cocks FoR IRON. 
Easy CLEAN. 


“gin Zin 
53/ 3 92) per doz. 
S.D. Stor Cocks For IRON. 
in. in. Lin. ifin. ifin. 2in. 
1/- 59/- .97/-  228/- 324/- 540/- per doz. 
S.D.S. pane WITH Two UNIONS FOR LEAD. 
in. “Zin. Lin, Ifin, Ifin. Zin. 
3/- 84/- 136/- 252/- 405/- 664/- per doz. 
Douste Nut Borer SCREWS. 
in. Zin. Lin. Ifin. Afin. 2in. 
J11 11/—- 17/6 29/3 49/6 71/- per doz. 
Heavy CroypDon BALL VALVES. SCREW IRON. 
tin. Jin. lin. ifin. iin. 
45/- 73/- 120/- 210/-. 297/— per doz. 
Caps AND SCREWS. 
Igin. fin: 2in: 3in. 3fin. 4 in. 
11/9 14/5 21/6 37/9 54/- 59/6 per doz. 
Brass SLEEVES. 
lfin. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
10/9 13/6 25/- 37/— 46/—per doz. 
LEAD TRAPS WITH BRASS Lage rd SCREWS. 
lgin. lfin. 2in. 
8 Ib. Lead P. .. 26/- 34/8 48/3 ya per doz. 
8 lb. Lead S... 32/6 41/6 60/- 108/- _ ,, 
So_per.—Plumbers, 1/5. Tinmen’s, 1/8. Blow pipe, 
1/10 per Ib. 


LEAD, &c. 
Per ton. 
(Delivered in London d ae a 
.—Sheet, English, 4 Ib. andgp sigh Musto c @ 35 10 0 
Te | RR. ee ST ree 35 0:0 
SOMGIPS soc e scree cece, {: Pict eseese 40 10 0 
COB. oi is 3 oat pes repre ease secs 42. 5'0 


Nore.—Country delivery, 20/- per ton: extra, lots 
under 3 cwt. 4/— per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
—_ 5 cwt., 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4/- per 


extra. 
at Mills....5..0... 
PAINTS, &c. gee 
s. d. 
w Linseed Oil (5 . per gallon ae 
Boles timed O1 Sain) age: 039 
ntine 
Genuine Ground E: White Lead, perewt. 3 6 3 
Genuine White Paint, 14 Ib. tins free, . 
percwt. 4 8 0 
Genuine Red Lead, ........s006-+ on . 214 0 
Lined 08 Fy 0 Se eiuieeS odpse Se 
Size. XD quality- ......... ee 0 4 3 
tine substeyie can be ied ip 
acco’ to quality from 3/3 gallon up me 
s. 
SNowcem CEMENT PAINT RE _ per cwt. . 2 16 % 
C.M.C. CAMOUFLAGE ‘PAINT ..... are 216 0 
Per gallo 
> 016 
0 18 
ee 
1 2 
a 
1 14 
1 0 
10 
1 4 
ee 
ee 
1 1 
a".2: 
1 14 
1.4 
1 14 
8 12 
0 14 
09 
0 16 
0 17 
0 14 
0 11 
Fae ase ot ctabeSintoacee ow 





FHE BUILDER 


GLASS. 
ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 


* Or’ oe ieee O33 5 AND, SELECTED 
LAZING i 
Pex Foor Super. 
In sizes not exceeding '80 in. long or 4$ in. wide or 


110 united inches. 





24 0: 
Extra acondiaies to size and substance for ‘squares 
cut from ‘stock. 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 
Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. « 
Rolled plate, Fits. cncaccccceccccescdaned Reraicccil 53d. 
Rough cast t double Folled; $F i. 2. ccevaecrcee ei: 
Rough cast double rolled, $ in. ....7........00% d. 
Figured rolled, and Cathedral, “white bake alee Wiis \ 
Figured rolled and Cathedral, tinted............. 94d. 
PING BONE 5 Fidik bois eon de oa dt Pee eed sites 6d. 


Reeded, Broad —- Cross Reeded and Chevron ay 


Beedad, 6 100; RICK os 5 edie sisea tne sabe watts 
Rolled plate is iis same price as rough cast double rolled. 








Per ft. 

s. d, 

Wire Rolled; § in. thick .......cccccececsseees 0 3 

Wired Cast, 4 im. thick 1 c0. 060. ceses re . 

Georgi i 0 10 

2 6 

40 

0 10 

1 0 

o 3 

3:3 0 

, ie 

Vita” Plate Glass, about yy in.’ thick we 
“ Vita” te about s¥ in. ‘thic Ss. 

io Te our ose eee's os'8 Sw einee geen eves e $ 0 

Over 7 ft. s ow pbs detec choca ne cinta s/h cme 

“Vita ”’ Sheet Gla about 18/20 0z. .......... 20 

Cathedral “* Vita 

tin. thickness ...... a shia Saecrs be a8 pie eine ee ee 

WS ae Sh acanchhca’s Saetol been sees a 

% in. ‘Georgian Wired “ Vita” REUAME e eaioiee'e -3 6 

GLASS BRICKS 

P.B. 1—8 in. x 4} in. X 3} in. 4.1... 2 3ecach nett 
P.B. 2—53 in. x 34 MX Be ice cece 2 pa 
P.B. Sie x7 1B, SRI ceeces 3.0 na 
P.B.32—74 in. X 74 in. X 3$ im. ...... ee fe 

Radiused Corner Bricks to match up with— 

PU ME oh vecece te ceAwaeEsalende inks 9 each nett 
WMDs ick 'o 5 ho tiey 64h aaa es oes 0 aa 
ME ek as viala eiiinls vekaa hens cake we 7. 7 





BUILDING TRADE WAGES ‘IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from October 1. 


Every endeavour 


is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 





Grade Classification A Al 

Craftsmen...... 1/114 1/11 

Labourers .... 1/6 1/53 
Aberdeen .......... A Dumfriesshire ...... A2 
TENG 5 5.5 52s s 3s 08 A SPUN ec NBs beeps cc A 
MEE ona kstcamciseee B eS ee a A 
Berwickshire ........ A2 3. ae A 
Bridge of Allan ...... A East Lothian ........ A 
Broughty Fepry ...... A SS SEE A 
Clackmannanshire °..A WEED 6. c5 kos vases os A 
PROM cial ates A Forfarshire ........ A2 
Dunblane: *.. 25 0.050.862 A PON 2c v o's 9.0 A 
Dumbartonshire A Oe A 
SEINEOE,, 5,0 6S c.00 008 Al IE Neihn see kde A 








A2 A3 ae Bl 
1/104 1/10 1/94 1]9 
1/53 1/5 1/44 1/44 
TRVEPNGNS 5. 6 0400 cc0se Ss Perthshire 
Inverurie ..........0. Al Peterhead 
Kincardineshire ....:.A2 | Renfrewshire 
Kinross-shire ......... A Rothesay 
Lanarkshire ........ A. | Roxburghshire °°<2°. 
A . St. Andrews ........ A 
Midlothian ........ A 
: ikirkshire ........ A2 
Monifieth .......... 
Stewartry .......... A2 
Moray and Nairn ....B Stirlingshite ...... A 
Newport .......... Stornoway ........ A2 
Peeblesshire ........ A2 TOYPOEE . aes oo cescs A’ 
BONE. ee ea ewe oelnes A West Lothian .:.... A 





* This town has its own rates : Masons, 1/84 ; Carpenters, 1/84 ; Slaters, 1/84 ; Plumbers, eth Plasterers, 1/9}, 
but 1/10 is paid owing to the scarcity at,present ; Painters, 1/84 and Labourers, 1/4 


The information: given in this table is copyright. 


Rates of wages in England and Wales are given on page 450. 
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REINFORCED 
CONCRETE 


THE TRUSSED CONCRETE - 
STEEL CO., LTD. 


wt 4-438A 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


GLASGOW.—ALTERATIONS.—Plans prepared 
for alterations and extensions, the archi- 
tects being J. Muir Brownlie, 29, Renfrew- 
st. Sr ow. 

Gov .—EXxTENSIONS.—Plans prepared by 
Williwn Dickie, Ltd., 1, Dixon-av., Glasgow, 
for extensions. 

KINNING PARK.—BvuitpInc.—Plans in 


hand for British Restaurant; the architect 
_is Thos. Somers, Municipal- bidgs., Glasgow. ° 


NEWMAINS.—Reconstruction. — -Recon- 
struction and additions to plans by Cowie 
and Millar, Cleland-av., Wishaw. 

STRATHAVON.—Buitpine. '— Plans pre- 

pared by William Fleming, Hamilton and 

on, Dunside, Strathavon, for reconstruc- 
+ sen and eaten to houses at Leith Burn 
arm. 


NEW BUILDINGS”IN LONDON 


TWICKENHAM, — AttrRatTions. — Plans 
passed by T.C.: Waesiiey and Sons, Ltd. 
alterations to office; The Hampton Timber 
Co., Ltd., canteen and additional lavatory 
accommodation; Brewer, Smith and Brewer, 
additional lavatory accommodation. - 

WALTHAMSTOW. — RestauRANts. — Two 
additional British Restaurants are proposed 
in the borough, to plans by Boro’ pt 





The late William Newton Weston. 


We: regret to announce the death, on 
November’ 1, of : Mr. W. N. Weston, 
M.I.Mech.E., at his home in Loughborough. 
William Newton Weston was closely asso- 
ciated with Messrs. Herbert Morris, Ltd., 
Loughborough, for over 30 years, and for the 
last quarter of a- century he had been an 
active director of the company. His principal 
preoccupation was with the development and 
application of electric overhead cranes. and 
many other kinds of power-operated lifting 
and handling gear. 
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November 14 1941 


CURRENT AND PROPOSED 


NEW: BUILDINGS 


Bangor (N. Wales).—T.C. allocated site at 
Maesgeirchen to Presbyterian church autho- 
rities for the erection of a church.—T.C, are 
to adapt the Community Services Club pre- 
mises for British Restaurant, -at £1,100. 

Barnard Castie.—Architects for hostel at 
Ingleton are Kitching and Co., 21, Albert- 
rd., Middlesbrough. 

Bedlington.—Bedlington Coal Co. to pro- 
vide canteens at four collieries. 

Blackburn. — T.C. to erect hostels on 
selected sites. 
Sur. 

Boldon.—U.D.C. propose British Restaur- 
ants. at Whitburn Colliery and ‘Whitburn 
Village. Plans by N. Hindmarsh, Sur. 

Bradford. — T.C. approved canteen, for 
Hepworth and Grandage, Ltd. 

Brampton Bierlow. — Cortonwood Colliery 
Co., Ltd., Wombwell, nr. Barnsley, propose 
eanteen at pithead. 

Brighouse.—T.C. passed plans for: Brig- 
house Engineering Co., extension to -offices; 
Ramsden Camm and o., Ltd., new offices; 
and Major G. A. Aykroyd, addition to Lodge 
house, 134, Huddersfield-rd. 

Castleford.—Plans approved for alterations 
to basket factory, Church-st., for Shaw and 
Oliver. ° 

Chesterfield.—__Derbyshire C.C. propose a 
mortuary at Public Assistance Institution. 
Plans by J. Harrison (A.), County Architect, 
County Offices, St. Mary’s Gate, Derby. 

Consett. — J. J. Eltringham, Derwent-st., 
Blackhill, to prepare details of houses par- 
tially built which require completion, for 
U.D.C.4 

Coventry.—T.C. passed plans for canteen, 
Holyhead-rd., for Carbodies, Ltd.; cleans- 
ing unit, London Laundry, Stockton-rd., for 
T.C.; partial reconstruction of business pre- 
mises, for Coventry and District Co-op. 
Society, Ltd.; rebuilding ward block at 
isolation ‘hospital; partial reconstruction 
of workshops, Swan-la., for Coventry and 
District Co-op.: Society, Ltd.; static water 
tanks and fire station, etc., for Carbodies, Ltd. ; 
lavatory block for Motor Panels (Coventry), 
Ltd.;. reconstruction of screen room, etc., 
for Robins .and Powers; lavatory block, 
Torrington-av., for Lawton Tube Co., Litd.; 
tiouse for trailer pump and water storage 
reservoir, for Standard Motor Co., Ltd. 

Coventry.—T.C. propose ame oy | central 
library, at £1,100. Plans by D. E. E. Gibson 
(A.), City Architect. 

Droitwich. — Trustees of “Toc H’”’ Ser- 
.vices Club propose extensions, at £400. 

Durham. — R.D.C. to provide community 
feeding centres at Framwellgate Moor and 
Sherburn.—City Council to set up a feeding 
centre at two schools. Plans by J. W. 
Green, City Eng. 

Great Harwood.—U.D.C. propose adapta- 
tion of abattoirs for a cooking centre and 
= Restaurant. Plans by J. N. Bell, 
ur. 

Hinckley.—Plans were approved for shel- 
ters, Princess-st., for the Manchester 
Hosier? Co., Hinckley; extensions to works, 
77 ghia for the Hinckley Dye Works, 

td. 

Kettering.—T.C. propose alterations to pre- 
mises in Dalkeith-pl. for British Restaurant. 
—T.C.' propose emergency rest centres at 
five schools. 

Knowsley.—Lancashire , E.C. 
tion of four pre-fabricated 
Longview school, at £3,000. Plans by A. 
Evans, County Architect, County Offices, 
Preston. - 

Lancaster.—Maternity and Child Welfare 
Committee propose .day nursery. 

Leeds.—T.C. propose scheme: for groups of 
40 to 50 hutments for homeless persons. 
Plans by R. A. H. Livett (A.),-Director of 
Housing, Great George-st. 

Leek. — Staffordshire E.C. propose exten- 
sion of school canteens, at £1,000. 

Leicester.—T.C. approved scheme for ex- 
tension of operating theatres, etc., at City 
General Hospital, at £7,965.—E.C. propose 
adaptation of. Old Milton-st. schools for a 
central kitchen.—Society of Friends’ War 


ropose erec- 
utments at 


Relief Committee have acquired “property 


for adaptation for the homeless. 
Leigh. — T.C. propose adaptation of pre- 
mises for British staurant. Plans by 


T. A. Clare, Boro’ Sur. 
Leominster.—Herefordshire E.C. propose 

conyersion of kitchen and stéres at. Church 

Institute for school canteen, at £1,500. 


Plans by W. Pickstone, Boro’ ~ 


THE BUILDER 


Long Eaton.—Derbyshire E.C. to acquire 
premises for adaptation as vo centre. 


Maghull.—Lancashire. E. propose erec- 
tion of two ‘“‘ Maycrete ’”’? hutments. 
by A. Evans, County Architect, 
Offices, Preston. ; 

Manchester.—T.C.. approved: Alterations 
and ,sadditions to Sharston Manor, Emer- 

ency ‘Committee; additions, .for Electricity 

ept.; additions, for G. H. Scholes and Co., 
Ltd. (architects, Cruickshank and Seward, 
16, Princess-st.); rebuilding. works. (archi- 
tect, A. J. Freeman, 33, Barwell-rd., Sale, 
Ches.) 3 Amalgamated Bacon Smokers,’ Ltd., 
ropose extension (architect, J. G. Mac- 
eath, 2, Montague-rd., Sale, Ches.); store 
buildings, for Baxendale and Co., Ltd. 

Mansfield—T.C. to adapt premises as ex- 
tensions to public library. . 

Market Drayton. — R.D.C. propose rein- 
statement of condemned houses. 

Middlesbrough. — T.C. to erect concrete 
hutments for homeless. Plans by C. Gor- 
man, Boro’ Eng. 

Northampton.—C.B. passed plans for ecan- 
teen extension: in Bedford-rd., for British 
Rola, Ltd.—C.W.S. to erect additional lava- 
tory accommodation and partition walls at 
shoe factory, Ardington-rd. 


Northants.—E.C. to prepare modified plans 
for reconstruction of Alfred-st. school, Rush- 
den.—Health Committee propose three nur- 
sery centres, also school canteens, at £3,581. 
Plans by G. H. Lewin (PB County Archi- 
tect, County Hall, Guildhall-rd., Northamp- 
ton. 


Plans 
County 


Northumberland.—County Nursing Asso- 
ciation, King’s-av.. Morpeth, to provide 
better kitchen accommodation and larger 
dining-room at Corbridge Maternity Hos- 
pital, at £225.—C.C. to spend £330 on provi- 
sion of lateral protection and cleansing 
facilities at New Delaval schools and £276 
for similar work at Bebside schools.— 
Netherton Colliery Co. to set up canteens 
at two collieries.—Mickley Coal Co., Ltd., to 
provide canteens at. collieries.—Hartley Main 
Collieries, Ltd., to provide canteens at three 
more collieries. 

Oldham. — Licensing Justices approved 
alterations to ‘‘ Prince Albert” hotel and 
**Rose Tavern.” 

Ossett. — T.C. propose to adapt premises 
for British Restaurant. — E.C. propose to 
complete domestic science centre at Gaw- 
thorpe school. Plans by J. A. A. Pratt, 
Boro’ Sur. 

Oundle and Thrapston.—R.D.C. to acquire 
housing sites. 

Prescot, — U.D.C. 
premises for British 
E. *A. Gregson, Sur. . 

Rochdale.—T.C. propers to adapt premises 
at Norden for coo 


propose conversion of 
estaurant. Plans by 


ing .depot. 
Rotherham. — T.C. approved: Additions, 
for Ambrose Shardlow and Co., Ltd.; struc- 
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tural alterations to ‘‘ Miners’ Rest,’? Greas- 
brough-rd., and alterations at, works, for 
Mappins Masbro’ Old Brewery, Ltd., Greas- 
brough-rd.—T.C. propose British Restaurant. 
and three cooking depots. 

Rothwell (Yorks). — U.D,C. propose day 


beg ont 
Rowley Regis.—T.C. propose day nursery. 

Salford. — T.C. propose erection of 
‘** Nissen ”’ hutments on two sites for British 
Restaurants. Plans by W. A. Walker, Boro” 


ng. 

Stafford.—T.C. to adapt a portion of St. 

John’s Market for British Restaurant. Plans 
by. W. Plant, Boro’ Sur. 
_ Staffordshire. — E.C. propose: School can- 
teens, at £2,500; erection of pre-fabricated 
hutments, at £3,000; temporary school build- 
ings, at £6,900. Plans by G. C. Lowbridge 
(L.), County Education Architect, County 
Offices, Stafford. 

Stretford. — Mr. H. T. Seward (F-.), 16,. 
Princess-st., Manchester, has been ap- 
pointed by T.C. to plan new fire station and 
also alterations at another fire station. 

Sunderland.—W. and T. R. Milburn; 17, 
Faweett-st., Sunderland, have prepared 

lans for a boilerhouse, for Mayfair Dairies > 

. J. Couves and Partners, 2, Westfield-av.,. 
Gosforth, have prepared plans for two can- 
teens. 

_ Surrey. — £1,500 protection works against: 
erosion. to be carried out. at reservoir by 

.W. H. F. Cronin, Chief Eng., -Rose- 
bery-av., E.C.1. 


Swinton (Yorks). — U.D.C. propose day 


nursery. 

Tottington. — U.D.C. propose communaF 
feeding centre at Laurel-st. 

Wellington, Salop. — Lichfield C.E. 
Diocesan Board propose church at’ Donning- 
ton Wood. ; 

Wolverhampton. — The National Federa-- 


tion of Girls’ Clubs propose to adapt pre— 
mises for‘club and hostel. - 


TENDERS 


The Editor welcomes authentic information 
for this feature from architects, surveyors or- 
contractors. Items should reach 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W-:C.2, not later than 
Tuesday morning. 

Tenders for A.R.P. work will be found under 
‘*A.R.P. Schemes.”’ 

* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

¥ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government de- 

partments. 


Birkenhead. — Installation of low-pressure 
heating and domestic hot-water supply at. 
Infectious Diseases Hospital, for T.C. *R- 
Foster, Birkenhead, £724 16s. ; 

Chester. — Conversion of Holy Trinity 

parish ‘room into gas-cleansing station, for- 
T.C. C. Greenwood, City Sur. : *E. Cheers,. 
14a, Seller-st., Chester. 
. Durham.—Works, for C.C.: alterations at. 
Birtley day nursery: *J. Burnett & Sons, 
Birtley, £225; laying water-main at Broom- 
shiels Hall, -Satley : *Durham County Water- 
Board, £362. 

Durham.—Repairs at Newton Cap and 
Needless Hall farms, for C.C.: *E. Pye & 
Sons, Bishop Auckland, £399 16s. 

Gosforth.—British Restaurant, for U.D.C. 
Clifford Wyld, Sur. : *Direct labour. 

Kensington.—Temporary partitions to form» 
offices, for B.C. : *Frank Brown, Ltd., £267. 

Lancashire.—Works, for E.C..: Conversion. 
of Morris Hall, -Urmston, for school canteen :- 


‘*Joseph Spaek & Son, Higher-rd., Saw Mills, 


Urmston, £203; additional heating at Padi- 
ham technical school : *Mercer & Sons, Rich- 
mond Hill, Blackburn, £123 10s. 6d: ; exterior- 
painting of Audenshaw Grammar school > 
*Arthur Hogg, Ltd., Linn-st., Cheetham Hill, 
Manchester, £309 1ls.; exterior painting, 
Ashton-under Lyne Grammar __ school; 
*Yates & Lomas, Ltd., 20, Chester-sq., Ash- 
ton-under-Lyne, £390; exterior painting, 
Stand Grammar school,. Whitefield: * 
Lomax & Co., Ltd., 2; Lowton-st., Radcliffe, 
Manchester, £257; shower-bath facilities at 
Accrington Grammar school sports pavilion = 
*J. Ward & Sons, Ltd:, Springfield Saw 
-.Oswaldtwistle,. mr. Accrington, 
£102 10s:; improvements to heating appara- 
tus and insulation of*mains« at Fleetwood? 
Milton school : *C. Seward & Co., Ltd., West- 
view,. Preston, - £107. % 
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London (War Dept.).—Following are con- 
tracts placed by War Department, at Novem- 
ber 1 :-— : 

Northumberland : Hutting (erection), etc., 
Tate & Holmes, Ltd., Old Benwell Village, 
Newcastle. 

Durham : Temporary camps, H. Parvin & 
Son, Bondgate, Darlington. 

Yorks: Miscellaneous works, F. Bilton, 
Ltd., Priory-rd., Cottingham, Hull. 

Shropshire : Building work, Hy. Lea & Co., 
Central Chams., Pride Hill, Shrewsbury. 

Norfolk : Miscellaneous works, H. Bullen 
& Son, Ltd., Central-rd., Cromer. 


Herts: Miscellaneous works (two con- 
tracts), Wray (London), Ltd., High-rd., 
Broxbourne, Herts. 


Middx. : Hutting (erection), Roger Miller & 
Co., Ltd., 12, Pownall-gdns., Hounslow, 
Middx. 

Middx.: Miscellaneous work, Bristowe 
Tarvia, Ltd., 18, Queensberry-pl., 8. Ken- 
sington. 

London: Miscellaneous works, Bunting 
Gonstruction Co., Ltd., 81, Speer-rd., Thames 
Ditton, Surrey; H. Goodsell, 32, Sandling- 
rd., Maidstone, Kent. 

Hampshire : Miscellaneous work, F. Troy & 
Co., Ltd., 1, Lindfield-gdns., N.W.3; E. J. 
Logan, 138b, West Hill, Putney, London, 
8.W.15; (two contracts), Universal Housing 
Co., Ltd., Rickmansworth, Herts; Birkett & 
Co., 28, Brook-st., Basingstoke. 

Hampshire: Hutting (erection), 8. Salter 
(Portsmouth), Ltd., 44, Victoria-rd. North, 
Southsea, Portsmouth. 


Dorset : Miscellaneous work, A. N. Coles 
(Contractors), Ltd., 29, Damers-rd., Dor- 
chester. 
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Dorset: Hutting (erection), ete., G. J. 
Furneaux, 219, Barrack-rd.,. Christchurch. 
‘Lisburn (Town): Miscellaneous works, 
Conner & Beattie, 45, Mountjoy-st., Belfast. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Garage, Dampney & 
Co., Ltd. T. A. Page, Son & Bradbury, 75, 
King-st., South Shields, architects : *Gordon 
Durham, Ltd., Boldon-la., East Boldon, Co. 
Durham. 

Northumberland. — Barn accommodation, 
Hexhamshire estate,-for C.C.: *W. H. & 
J. A. Cowan, Hexham, £240. 

Rochdale.—Internal painting works, at 
Birch Hill Institution, Wardle, for T.C. 
8. H. Morgan, Boro’ Sur. : *Direct labour. 

Southport. — Lavatories at Linaker-st. 
school, for T.C. : *J. A. Brooks & Co., South- 
port, £230. 

Stourbridge.—Conversion of premises into 
two British Restavrants, for T.C. G. N. May- 
nard, Boro’ Sur. : *Bridgewater Bros., Corn- 
greaves House, Cradley, nr. Dudley. 

Stretford.—For repair work ‘at Trafford 
Public Hall, for T.C.: *E. B. Jones and 
Rawlinson, Ltd., £376. 

Sunderland.—Sanitary accommodation for 
Wearside Boatbuilding Co., Ltd.: *T. D. 
Gibbons & Son, 15, Hendon Burn-ave., 
Sunderland. ‘ 

Sunderland.—Canteen, for 8. P. Austin & 
Sons: *D. & J. Ranken, Stockton-rd., 
Sunderland. : 

Sunderland.—Extensions to pavilion, Hen- 
don cricket ground : *J. T. Parker, Lid., St. 
Cswald’s House, Sunderland. 

Twrcelyn.—Construction of section 4 of 
water supply. Henry Adams & Son, M.Inst. 
C.E., “Fron Heuloy,’”’ Bangor, N. Wales. 

Hadsphaltic Construction 

Co., ‘* Belmont,’’ New-st., 

Wellington, Salop .. ... £28,215 5 1 
Asphalt and Public ‘Works, 

Ltd., Conimunity House, 
St. Owens-st., Hereford 

Mears Bros., Spital Cross-rd., 

Bebington,.Wirral, Cheshire 17,912 9 5 
William T. Nicholls, Ltd., St. 


18,627 3 8 


Paul’s-rd., Gloucester 17,584 11 4 
*North Wales Construction Co., 
Rhosneigr, Anglesey 16,216 4 7 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE Page rsa quoted below have been 
compiled by Messrs, Jordan ard Sons, Lid., 
Company istration Agents, of 116 and 
117, Chancery-lane, W.C.2, from the docu- 
ments available at the Companies Registry. 


‘J. Brown (Rerrorp), Lrp. (370,203). 
Regd. October 24. 13, Bridgegate, Retford, 
Notts. Builders, contractors, etc. Nom. cap. 
£1,000. Dirs.: J. Brown and Mrs. R. M. 
Brown, 65, Trent-street, Retford. 

Wittiam ALLEN (Croypon), Lp. Ne) 
Regd. October. 24. 150, Canterbury-road, 
Croydon. Stone, monumental and general 
masons, paving contractors, etc. Nom. cap. 


Eason & Surron, Lrp. (370,197). Regd. 
October 24. To take over business of builders 
and contractors, etc., at 321, Upper Elmers 
End-road, Beckenham, Kent. Nom. cap. £500. 
Dirs. : L. W. Eason, 274, Upper Elmers End- 
road, Beckenham, Kent; and W. H. Gorham. 

James .SHone & Sons, Lap. (370,305). 
Regd. October 29. Knowle-lane, Buckley, 
Flint. Coal and timber merchants, builders’ 
merchants, etc. Nom. cap. £3,000. Dirs. : 
Cyril Shone, Colin Shone, H: Shone and J. 
Shone, all of Knowle-lane, Buckley. 

ReEconstRucTIon Suppuies, Lap. (370,310). 
Regd. October 29. Builders’ and decorators’ 
merchants, etc. Nom. cap. £1,000. Dirs. 
to be appointed by the subscribers: R. 
Newton, 199, Piccadilly, W.1 (solicitor), and 
J. G. 8. Bourne. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
£100 REWARD 


Messrs. H. BRADFORD & SONS, LTD. of Shacklewell Lane, 
Dalston, E.8, offer £100 Reward to any person who gives 
tothem or to their solicitors, Messrs. Lawrance, Messer 
& Co., of 16, Coleman Street, E.C.2, evidence upon 
which they can base civil or criminal proceedings against 
some person or persons who is slandering Messrs. H. 
Bradford & Sons, Ltd. by statements to the effect that 
they committed frauds in carrying out contracts for war 
damage repairs or are on the point of being prosecuted 
in that connection. 


BUY BRITISH 


FLOORINGS 


WOOD BLOCK PARQUET 
SOLID T&G HARDWOOD 
PANELLING 






























CALLA 


“td. puTNEY 


PLEASANT 
LONDON — iS 5611 
$.W.18 


(6 lines} 








, BUILDING 
AND 


also at - 


‘Phone: WAXLOW 2366 (8 lines) 


TAYLOR WooDROW 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. 






CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 
London Office: 10, ST. GEORGE ST., W. 


SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 


and Branches throughout the country 
‘Grams 1 “Taywood, Southall.” 




































